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Divine Original 


Or FEE 


Holy Right of Confirmation, 


And the true Intent of the 
CHuxRcH of ENGLAND 


In her Uſe of it; with the great Benefits 
which might be obtain'd by the reſtoring 
of it to Conſtant and Regular Practice. 


Moſt of it Deliverd in a SERMON 
Preach'd at the Triennial Viſitation of the 
— * Reverend Father in God, James Lord 
Biſhop of Lincoln, held at Hunting don, 
June zoth, 1700. and now Publiſh'd, with 

ſome Additions, at the Requeſt of his Lord- 
ſhip, and others. 


To which is added an Appendix, containing 
ſome Rules of Direction to be obſerv'd for the better 
Receiving of Confirmation, and for the preſerving 
and increaſing the Holy Ghoſt in the Confirmed Per- 
ſons; with a ſhort Deſcription of the Nature, Ope- 
rations, Gifts, and Fruits of che Spirit, and Prayers 
ſuitable to theſe Occaſions, + 


— 


By SAMUEL SAY WELL, B. P. Reftor of 
Bluntſham in Huntingdonſhire, and ſometime 
Fellow of St. John's College in Cambridge. 
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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


JAMES 


Lord Biſhop of LINCOLN, 
His Moſt Honour'd Dioceſan. 
My Loxkv, 


7 TL HERE ſhould be no greater Cauſe of Joy 

in this World to the Giebful Miniſters of 

Chriſt, than to ſee all the Graces of the 

' Spirit to flouriſh and abound in the Members of the 
Church that are committed to their Charge. On 
the contrary, it muſt, needs be the Occaſion of much 
grief and continual heavimſs to them, to hear and 
ſee that regular and ſubſtantial Piety doth decay 
amongſt ſuch Chriſtian Profeſſors, as they have 4 
near relation to, and deep concern for: That ſome 
through unconſt ancy, weakneſs and headineſs ſhould 
have fallen into much Error, and manifeſt Schiſm, 

and ſhould notoriouſly break the Bonas of Peace, 
Dutty, and good Order, which have been fix d by 
' God, and the wiſdom of our Forefathers; and 
' that others ſhould run into looſeneſs and prophane- 
neſs of Spirit, and not live up in any meaſure to 
that ſound and admirable Religion which they do 
own and profeſs, But this hath been the unhappy 
Caſe of the beſt and moſt zealous Spirits that have | 
: Loved in the latter half of that Century of Years 
which is now lately come to an end. And tho 
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The Dedication. 

many excellent Remedies have been applied to theſe 
two grand Evils of Schiſm and Profaneneſs, yet 
they ſtill reign and prevail amongſt us like an over - 
ſpreading and unruly deluge. 

But muſt we therefore ceaſe our Labours, and 
only fit ſtill and cry God help us? tho? it be true, 
that our chiefeſt confidence lies in our humble and 
earneſt Prayers to Almighty God, yet ſurely our 
beſt endeavours ſhould ſtill be added to them. 

But ſome perhaps will be ready to ſay, what can 
be done more for this Vineyard, than has been done 
init? For the Arguments of all our Oppoſers have 
been anſwer*d, and the ſure Foundations on which 
our common Chriſtianity ſtands, have been ſhewn 
to be moſt ſound and immoveable; our Conſtitution 
hath been ſufficiently vindicated, and ſhewn to be 
as agreeable to the Scriptures, and the Primitive 
Prattice as any that can be found in the Chriſtian 
World, &c. And the Truth is, that many gene- 
rous attempts have been made towards the amend- 
ing this diſtracted Church and Nation; but many 
more, and perhaps more effettual may yet be offer d. 
But the chiefeſt of all muſt be, our endeavouring 
carefully every one in his own ſtation, to bring the 
tractable and beſt diſpoſed People of the Church of 
England to a more regular and ſtedfaſt confor- 
mity to the Rules and Conſtitutions of their own 
Church, 

And many Excellent Diſcourſes have been pub- 
I;ſh'd to this purpoſe alſo, by the moſt Reverend 
the Biſhops and others, and very worthily by your 
Lordſhip among ſt the reſt; and many Commendable 
attempts have been made by the Societies for Re- 
formation, for the promoting this Deſign as I do 

| _ appre- 2: 
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aàpprehend, and ] hope are now going on in 4 more 
© reoultar and effeftual way in the preſent Convoca=" 
en. And I believe much might be done for the 
good of this Church by that Venerable Body, as ha- 
Ling the whole Spiritual Authority of this our Na- 
tional Church lodged in them; and all their war- 
4 rantable Acts are binding upon every Member of 
tit, by the Law of Chriſt, So that if any great 
and general Reformation may be expected amongſe- 
us, it muſt begin from thence, 
I underſtand God hath already given a conſider- 
able Bleſſing to the Pious Endeavours of ſome Pri- 
vate Perſons, and *tis not to be doubted but he is 
ready to yield then a further Succeſs. But much 
more would he bleſs the united Counſels and Endea= 
». vours of thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it is to give 
life and beginning to-ſuch Matters, and to put them 
into a right frame and method; and who can en- 
force the purſuance of their Orders and Canſtitu- 
tions by their Eccleſiaſtical Power. 
What I here pabliſh at your Lordſhip's Requeſt, is 
intended to help forward the Bleſſed Work beſora- 
mentioned, viz. Of bringing our own governable 
& Peopl better ob 
: eople to a better o ſervance of the Rules of the 
Church which are already in force. For I have 
obſerv/d, that this very conſiderable part of our 
Conſtitution, which is the Subject of this ſmall 
Treatiſe, hath not been generally managed with ſo 
great Care, and diligent Concern as it really de- 
Jierves, nor to the ſerving ſo many good ends as "tis 
4 s 
capable of, and naturally tends to promote. Tis 
certain many People have very falſs and odd notions 
of it, and eſteem it not at all; others look on it as 
% but a Man's Bleſſing at moſt, and therefore great 
. 43 numbers 


The Dedication, " 
numbers never ſeek after it, either for themſelves, * 
or their Children, Others do it in a formal man- 
ner, and tis to be fear'd that very few in compari- 
ſon receive it with ſuch degrees of Underſtanding 
and preparation as the Church expects, and as are 
ſuitable to their years. And thas been ohſervꝰ d, 
that ſome of our beſt Writers and Preachers take 
little notice of this Inſtitution, and tis ſeldom men- 
tion d by them as a means of Grace, I do not think 
this hath often happen d, becauſe they themſelves 
had a low Opinion of it, but rather becauſe they 
were ſenſible the generality of their Readers and 
Hearers were not ſufficiently acquainted with the 
worth of it, andthe laying a great ſtreſs upon it, 
might prove ſome ſcandal to them. However 
' Therefore it is high time this weighty Matter ſhould _ 


| be more narrowly lookd into; and I believe the 
muoore it is conſider'd by Fudicious and Impartial 
Perſons, the more till appear wort hy of their 
beſt Care to bring it into a ſteady and regular Pra- 
Alice. For beſides the obtaining many other good 
Ends by its due uſe, tis certain nothing can tend 
more directiy to the laying a ſure Foundation for the 
breeding up of Youth, not only in all honeſty and or- 
derly Behaviour, but alſo in ſolid Piety and Devotion. 
Since upon your Lordſhip”s deſire, I entertain d 
thoughts of publiſhing this Diſcourſe, I have met 
with a very Learned, Ingenious and Uſeful Sermon 
uon the ſame Subject, Preached on the ſame Text, 
in Newcaſtle upon Tine, and but three Days after 
' this, by the Reverend Mr. Nathanael Elliſon, at 
a Confirmation by the Right Reverend, and Right 
Honourable the Lord Biſhop of Durham. 
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* ſhould prove ſomewhat ſucceſsful in their Deſigns, 


e Dedication. tk 
If I may be allow'd to ſay it, I imagine neither 
Diſcourſe will make the other uſeleſs, but both may 


contribute tothe confirming and perfecting each other. 
But if that or this, or any other, or all together, 


I am very ſenſible it might occaſion more work to 


3 


[ your Lordſhip, than to any 07C Perſon 1 England 


beſides. But I am fully convinc'd alſo, that your 
Lordſhip would undertake it with ſo much Chri- 


ſtian Zeal and Cheerfulneſs, that your Eternal Re- 


ward would be proportionate to your greater Tem- 
poral Toil and Labour. 

And I hope your Lordſhip's Exemplary readineſs, 
and prudent management in this, and all other parts 
of your Epiſcopal Charge, will provoke very many, 
at leaſt us of your own Clergy, to ſome proportionable 
Care and Diligence in our ſeveral Stations, for the 
carrying on the great Work of Salvation of Souls, 

And now begging your Lordſhip's favourable ac- 
ceptance and protection of this poor but well-meant 
Mite, caſt into the Treaſury of the Lord, towards 
the keeping up and repairing the Breaches of God's 
Houſe amongſt us; with a moſt thankful acknow- 
ledgement of all your Lordſhip's Kindneſſes to him 
that offers it, he takes his leave, and remains, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's Moſt Dutiful and 
Very much Obliged Humble Servant, 
SAM. SAYWELL. 
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Laws and DrRECTIONS of the 
Church of England about Confirma- 
} tion. 


i T the end of the Pablick Bap:iſm of Infants, this Ad- 
| monicion is order'd to be given to the Godfathers 
and Godmochers, Vi. Pe are to take Care that this 

Child be bꝛought to the Biſhop to be Confirmed by 

Him, &c. 

7 
The Firſt Rubrick at the end of the Office for Baptiſm 

of thoſe of Riper Years. It is expedient that every 
Perſon thus Xaptized ſhould be Confirm d by the Bi⸗ 

: hop ſo ſoon after his Baptiſm as convenientiy may be, 
that ſo he mip be admitted to the Holy Communion, 
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The Title of the Church Catechiſm is this. Þ Cate⸗ 
chiſm, That is to ſay, an Inſtruction to be Learn'd 

ot every Perſon befoze he be bzought to be Confirm'd 
bp the Biſhop, 


The Third Rabrick after the Catechiſm runs chu. Ss 
ſoon as Children are come to a Competent Age, and 
can ſay in their Mother Tongue the Creed, the Lozd's 
|  Paayer, and the Ten Commandments, and alſo can 
© anſwer to the other Queſtions ct this ſhoꝛt Catechiſm, 
they ſhall be bzought to the Biſhop, and every one ſhall 
have a Godfather oz a Godmother, as a Witneſs of 
their Confirmation, See the next Rubrick. 


1 The Rubrick at the End of the Office fer Confirmation 
' diredteth in cheſe words. And there ſhall none be admit⸗ 


ted to the Holy Communion until ſuch time as he be 
-- Confirmed, 02 be ready and deſirous to be Confirmed. 
See che Rubrick at the end of the Office for Matrimony, 
and by comparing that with this, you will find, that none 
te Married Regularly acccrding to the mind ot the 
Church, u ho are not firſt Confirmed, or ready and deſi- 

tous to be Confir med. 
Canon LX. 
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Laws and Directions, &c. ; 
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Canon LX. Confirmation to be performed once i © 
three Tears. * 
Ozaſmuch as it hath been a ſolemn, ancient, aw 
laudable Cuſtom in the Church of God, continue n 
from the Ypoſtles times, that all Bishops ſhould lay 
their hands upon Children Baptized and inſtructed n N 
the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Religion, praying over 
them and bleſſing them, which we comwonlp call 
C onffrmation, and that this holy Icion hath been ac: ** 
cuſtomed in the Church in fozmer Ages, to be pcr: 
koꝛm'd in the Biſhops Miſitation every third Pear: 
We will and appoint, that everp 15iſhop oz his Suk. ; 
fragan in his accuſtomed Utſitation, do in his own ( 
Perſon carefully obſerve the ſaid Cuſtom, Ind if in 
that pear, by reaſon of ſome Jnfirmity, he be not + 
able perſonally to Uiſit, then he ſhall not omit the Exc: 
cution of that Duty of Confirmation the next pear "* 
after as he may conveniently, | 


LXI. Miniſters to prepare Children for Confirmation. ,; 


Uery Miniſter that has Cure and Charge ot. 
Souls, fo the better accompliſhing of the D:ders 
pꝛeſcribed in the Book of Common Pzayer concerning 
Confirmation, ſhall take eſpecial care, as that none 
hall be pzeſented to the Wiſhop foz him to lap his 
Hands upon, but ſuch as can render au account of their 
Faith accozding to the Catechiſm in the ſaid 2} 00k \ 
contained. And when the Biſhop ſhall aſſign any 
time foz the Perfozmance of that part of his Duty, 
every ſuch Miniſter ſhall uſe his beſt endeavonr to 


pzepare and make able, and likewiſe to p2ocure as 
many as he can to be then bzought, and by the Biſhop |: 
to be Confirmed, ( 


Acts 5 
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nued Acts viii. ver. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
1 


ed fn Wow when the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem, 
over heard that Samaria had received the word of 


1 God, they ſent unto them Peter and John. 
ac: 


per: Myo when they were come down, Prayed for them, 
ar: that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, 

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them : only 
f ur they were Baptized in the Name of the Lord 
CESS 
dos Then laid they their hands on them, and they re- 

. ceived the Holy Ghoſt, 


re 14 


I S moſt clearly deliverd in God's word, 
that the Gifts and Graces which are ne- 
ceſſary to fit us for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ing ven, are to be derived from the Holy- 
one Ghoſt : Nay, the continu'd and efficacious preſence 
his ard influences of that Bleſſed Spirit, are as requiſite 
heir towards our leading a truly Holy and Spiritual Life, 
50k \ as the preſence of the Living Soul is unto the Body, 
ny Ih order to our living the Life of Nature. 
ty, . And all Parties profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, 
to] are now pretty well agreed about this great Truth 
as in the Genera 
hop And 'twas upon a ſtrong apprehenſion of it, that 
Dany of late years have made more than ordinary 
Fretenſions to the Gifts and Endowments of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which Chriſt purchaſed for us, and fo 
Iz 3 to pour out upon the Members of his 
a | Bat 
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But we have good reaſons to believe that the 
higheſt pretenders to this Spirit, have not had the 


beſt and cleareſt Title to it; and that not only be. 
- cauſe their avowed Factious and Schiſmatical Pra- 
ctices did favour much more of the works of the 
Fleſh, than of the Fruit of the Spirit; but alſo be- 


cauſe the chiefeſt of theſe Pretenders have been pro- 
feſſed undervaluers and deſpiſers of thoſe very means 


and methods which God and his Church have eſpe- 
cially preſcribed to them, tor the giving and recei- 
ving the various gifts ot this glorious Spirit. For, as 
in all Arts and Sciences, they cannot in reaſon be 
look d upon to be the moſt ſound and expert Pro- 


feſſors, who have leaſt uſed the proper means of 
attaining that Knowledge they pretend to; ſo it 


ought to be a ſtanding Rule in Divinity, that they 
ought not to be thought to have the greateſt ſhare , 
in the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt of any kind, who 
have made the leaſt uſe of the true, proper and moſt 


approved means for the attaining of them. 


And the real Truth is, we have lived in times 
wherein ſome of the very chiefeſt Ordinances for 
conferring and gaining the Graces of God's Holy Spi- 
rit have been much miſunderſtood, undervalued, | 
and neglected by all forts of Chriſtian Profeſſors, to 
their own great loſs and damage no doubt, and to 
the common decay of the Life of true Religion a- 


mongſt us. | 

And I very much fear, that even Baptiſmal Grace 
it ſelf often dwindleth away, decays, and comes to 
nothing, meerly tor want of adding duly the fur- 
ther ſtrengthning gift of Confirmation to it; and 


both theſe gifts are loſt for not frequently renewing, | 


reviving,. and encreaſing of them, by the freſh ſup- 
plies of the Spirit, which are offer d to us in the 
Lord's Supper. | | 


k. But moſt certain it is, that no one means of 


grace is ſo worn out of knowledge, and has been fo 
much 
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much miſtaken and lighted of late years, as that 
which is clearly recommended to us in the words of | 

the Text, and which is here manifeſtly diſtinguiſni d 
from that of Baptiſm, and hath conſtantly been ad- 
7 miniſtred by a hand, differing from that which is 
the moſt uſual inſtrument of conferring Baptiſmal 
grace upon us; or elſe it had not been ſaid, as here 
we find it in the words before us, That when the 
7 Apoſtles which were at Feruſalem, heard that Sama- 
ria had received the word of God, they ſent unto them 
Peter and Tobn, who when they were come down,prayed 
| for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
(for as yet he was fallen upon none of them; only 
they were Baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus.) 
Di! Then laid they their hands on them, and they receiv d 


From which paſſage of Holy Scripture, I ſhall un- 


| dertake to Treat of theſe following Matters. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to fet forth and prove the 


Doctrines of the Text, relating to the Holy and Be- 
: neficial Ordinance of Confirmation, or of giving and 


receiving the Holy Ghoſt, by Prayer, and the Impo- 
fition of the Biſhop's Hands, and then Anſwer an 


Objection or two. 


II. I ſhall declare what is the true intent of our 


Church in her uſe of this Holy Right, and in her 


' recommending it ſo carefully to all her Children. 


III. I ſhall ſhew the Bleſſed Advantages that might 
accrue to this Church and the Members of it, by re- 
viving the conſtant, due and regular uſe of this Holy 


and Apoſtolical Inſtitution. 


IV. And Laſtly, I ſhall hint in ſhort what is the . 
Duty of. thoſe who - preſent themſelves to the 
Church for the receiving this Confirming Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, B And 


— 


— r — 


- © 2 Y 


* 3 
n . 
9 + > * * * 


—— — 
- 


* Re _ 


tt — — — — py 


<< Va ras l 4 * 
— — - 7 — 36＋ꝙͤ„„ ww —— —— OD — 23*9* „** — my — 
— — 2 — . - ' = 22S <8 - 82 — een Tu 
| | r ²˙ꝗà—ĩ— EIB FRY TY IO ALS 
— + ———_——}4 — , — —— - » bo Cw s 
F * og 1 ——— — 0 my NY 


2 1 — = 
- — 25 „„ „ „ „. — — 80 wag _ 


[ 4] 


And now for the ſetting forth the Doctrines of the 
Text, In the firſt place, Tis clear that from thence 
theſe things — may be gathered, which are“ 


greatly to our purpo 


1. That there is another Gift of the Spirit given 
and to be received by Chriſtians, beſides 
hich was given them at their Baptiſm ; or elſe * 
why were Peter and John here ſent down to Sama- j 
ria by the College of the Apoſtles for the Conter- 

ring of it? Or elſe what is the meaning of thoſe _ 
words at the 16th ver. Only they were Baptized in 


-briſt 
r 


the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
2. We may thence gather what Perſons they are 
who are qualified for the receiving this Gift, vis. 
Only Believers, and Baptized Perſons; for 'twas 
upon the Apoſtle's hearing that the City of Samaria 
had received the Goſpel, and were Baptized, that 
they ſent Peter and Fohn to Confirm them. | 
3. We may learn from the words of the Text, 
How the Gift of Confirmation, or that Grace of the 
Spirit given by it, is to be Conferr'd, and by whom 
tis to be done; for we here read, they were Apoſtles 
only who did it, and that 'twas done by Prayer, and 
the laying on of their hands. | | 
And as theſe Matters already mentioned, are 
clearly to be deduced from the very words of the 
Text, ſo we may naturally in the 4th Place, From 
thence take occaſion to enquire what this Gift of 
the Spirit is, and to what purpoſes it is given; for 
we Th here told ny y in — EN the 
Apoſtle's praying and laying of their hands on thoſe Bap- 
_ Believers at Samaria, they received the Holy 
Ghoſt, ver. 17. : 
Of theſe Four Things I will Treat in their Order, 
for the acquitting my ſelt of the firſt part of my 
preſent Undertaking. | 


= 


another Gift of the Spirit which Chriſt onde to 


And firſt I ſhall Examine whether there be not 


W. 


he 


and Graces, was moſt eminently and remarkably 
Typified under the Law by the holy Oyl, and the 
? anointing with it, of which we fo often read in the 
Books of Moſes, and with which the Kings, High- 
i Prieſts, and Prophets amongſt God's People, were 
to be Anointed, as being great Types of Chriſt, and 
of the moſt eminent Members of his Church; and 

indeed, in ſano ſenſu, of all good Chriſtians who 
have received the holy Spirit, and are thereby made 


514 


beſtow, and Chriſti ns may receive, beſides that 


| which was given them in their Baptiſm, 
'Tis manifeſt, the Holy Ghoſt with all his Gifts 


' Kings and Prieſis unto God, Rev. I. 6. and 1 Pet. 


And Oyl is the moſt lively Emblem of the Holy 
: Ghoſt of any inanimate thing in nature, on the ac- 
count of the piercing, ſearching, purifying, ſoftning, 


healing, quickning,beautifying,chearing, ſtrengthning . 


to it, and to the Anointing with it both in the Old 
and New Teſtament, for ſetting forth the Nature, 


| 


and preſerving qualities that are in it, and the many 


other ſuch like excellent properties which belong 
unto it; therefore we meet with frequent alluſions 


' Gifts and Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt-- The Places 
are too many and too obvious to be named. 

And hence it has come to paſs that this gift of the 
Spirit I am treating of, is deſcribed in the Writings- 
of the Ancient Fathers, by words that ſignifie or 
have Relation to Oyl and Anointing, ſuch as gadper, 

velows, xeims, &c. amongſt the Greek; and Oleum, 


: Unitio, & Unguentum, &c. among the Latin Fa- 
:thers and Councils; and this Qbſervation is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to the underſtanding the Teſtimo- 

nies of the Primitive Church concerning this mat- 

ter. 

And as the giving the Spirit to Chriſt and his 

Church, was Typified in the Law, ſo was it fore- 

told by the Prophets; the chief Places are theſe, vi⁊. 
| | B. 22 4 If 4} ah 
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ures, that theſe words are grafted by our Church 
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water upon him that it thirſty, and Floodt upon the | 
| 


164 


T/aiah xi. ver. 2. where ſpeaking of Chriſt, who was 
to ſpring out of the root of Jeſſe, the Prophet ſaith, * 
The ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the ſpirit | 
of wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of Counſel | 
and Might, the ſpirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear 
of the Lord. And twas becauſe from Chriſt's ful- 
neſs of theſe glorious gifts of the Spirit, the Mem- 
bers of his Church were to receive their ſeveral mea- 


into her Office of Confirmation. | 

And that place in the 61/ of 7/4. ver. 1. Cc. is l 
alſo to this purpoſe, where Chriſt himſelf cries our | 
ſaying, The ſpirit af the Lord God is upon me, becauſe 


he hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the i 
week, &c. This paſlage is quoted by Chriſt | 


bimſelf, and applied to himſelt when he firſt began 
bis Miniſtery, Zxke iv. 18. Aud being full of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ver. 1. of that Chapter; and 'twas oo 
after his own Baptiſin and ſolemn Confirmation by 
the Spirit of which you read in the Chapter forego- . 
ing, ver. 21, 2222 ns | 
And /. xliv. ver. 3. we have a moſt clear pro- f 
miſe of the Spirit unto the Church, and no doubt f 
with a ſpecial reſpe8 to this ſo remarkable a Rite of 

Conferring of it; and there it is ſaid, I will pour | 


dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and 
my Bf upon thine Off-ſbring. See alſo P[.xlvi. 4. 
and that famous place of the Prophet Joel Chap. ii. 
ver. 28, 29. ſo much miſapplied by the Quakers in 
our days, is expreſly applied by St. Peter to the firſt | 
great and folemn Confirmation of the Church at 

[ 

| 


Pentecoſt, Acts il. ver. 16, 17, 18. I will not re- 
$ the words in either place for brevity ſake, but; 
eave the Reader to compare them. f J. 
The firſt viſible Exemplification of this giving of ; 
the Spirit we have in Chriſt himſelf, who was the 
great Exemplar to his Church. And of him ” N 
rea 


27] 
read thus, Matth. iii. 16. And Feſus when he was 
Baptized, went up ſtraightway out of the water, and 
in, Yo the Heavens were opened unto him, and he ſaw the 
TH Spirit of God deſcending like a Dove, and lighting 
"ſel pon him, This Heavenly Oyl of gladneſs firit tell 
*ar on our great High Prill, as the Oyl upon Aaron's 
head, before it deſcended from him on the Members 
m- of his Church, and went down to the skirts of his 
arment. Here it was that God the Father Sealed 
his Son Jeſis (which is another moſt common word 
if o denote the giving ot the Spirit) and diſtinguiſhed 
him trom all other Perſons, and ſolemnly declared 
him by a Voice from Heaven, to be his beloved Son 
uſe in whom he is well pleaſed, and conſequently the- 
fitteſt Perſon to be the only Saviour of the World. 
And this coming ot the Spirit upon Chriſt imme: 
diately after his Baptiſm, the Ancient Fathers look d 
upon to be his Confirmation by the Spirit, and the 
Pattern of it to his Church; and the rather, as being 
done juſt before he was lead up into the Wilderne 
9 to be tempted of the Devil, of which we read in the 
next Chapter. ; 
And they have conſtantly taught, that according 
to this Pattern of their bleſſed Lord, all Baptized 
Chriſt ians are to be ſtrengthned by the gift of the 
Spirit that is given after Baptiſm, before they can go 
forth in rheir full ſtrength to Combate with the De- 
vil and all thoſe Spiritual Enemies they promiſed to 
7 fizht againſt when they were Baptized, and Liſted 
7, Soldiers of Criſt. | 
| Fi Tis this Gitt of the Spirit to Believers which 
rt Chriſt promiſed, Jobs vii. ver. 38. where he faith, 
AT! He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid, 
re. out of his belly ſhall flow Rivers of living water; and. 
ut jn the next Verſe tis added, But this fpake he of the 
4 Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould receive, 
he for the Holy Ghoſt was mt yet (i. e. this gift of the 
| Holy Ghoſt was not yet) becauſe Jeſus was not yet 
ad B 3 Lare 
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[8] 
glortfied. Where St. John the Evangeliſt remarks, | 
That this gift of the Spirit which is given in Con- 
firmation, was not beſtowed on any of Chriſt's Fol- 
lowers till atter his Death, and Aſcenſion up into 
Glory, according to that of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. Ixvili. 
18. Where ſpeaking Prophetically of Chriſt's Tri. 
umphant Aſcent into Heaven, and his receiving this 
molt glorious gift of the Holy Ghoſt, to beſtow on 
the Members of his Church, he ſaith, Thou art one ® 
up ox high, thou haſt led Captivity Captive, and re-. 
ceived gifts for Men, yea even for thine Enemies, © 
that the Lord God might dwell among them. Where- 
by the Lord God dwelling among them, is un- 
doubtedly meant God the Holy Ghoſt, who upon 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion, was ſent down to dwell in the 
hearts of faithful and penitent Men, many of which 
had been open Enemies to God through their wicked 
works, and greatly rebellious againſt him. And 
St. Paul quotes this place of the Pſalmiſt, and ap- 
plies it to Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, and to his 
giving from thence his Spiritual gifts unto Men; 
t he ſeems to intimate alſo, that theſe Spiritual | 
Gifts were given with the Apoſtles and chief Mini- | 
ſters of the Church, and that they were to be lodged | 
as it were in their hands, as being Chriſt s ſpecial in- 
ſtruments intruſted ro Miniſter them orderly and 
in due feafon, for the Spiritual building up and per- 
testing the Members of his Church; ſee the place at 
large, Epheſ. iv. from ver. 7. to the 14 And St. Pe- 
ter teacheth moſt expreſly, that the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt was received upon Chriſt's Aſcenſion and Ex- 
altation, As ii. 33. ſaying, Therefore being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed 
forth this, which ye now ſee and hear. And this is 
exactly agreeable with St. John's Obſervation upon 
our Lord's words before mention d, Joh. vii. From 


all which it appears, 'twas another gitt of the Spirit, 
F | different 


9 


different from that given in Baptiſm, that Chriſt 
promiſed to beſtow on the Members of the Church 
after his Aſcenſion into Heaven; and you lee tis 
promiſed not to the Apoſtles only, or to ſome pe- 
* culiar Perſons, but in general to them that believe 
on him. And vt. Peter confidently promiſeth this 
gift of the Spirit to all his Hearers it they did Re- 
| pent, and would be Baptized into the Chriſtian 
Faith for the remiſſion of their Sins, Acts ii. ver. 38. 
Then Peter [aid unto them, Repent and be Baptized 
every one of you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the Remiſſton of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, And in the next verſe he makes the 
promiſe of this gift of the Spirit to be Univerſal and 
common to all that ſhould be called and admitted 
into the Church, faying, For the Promiſe is unte 
204, and to your Children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call, 

And tho' the Apoſtles themſelves had been Bap- 
tized and Ordained before the Aſcenſion of their 
Lord into Heaven, and therefore had received the 
Holy Ghoſt to tome purpoſes, as to liſt them 
Chriſt's Diſciples, to waſh away their Sins, to Au- 
thorize them for their Miniſtery, c. Joh. xx. 22. 
yet they did not receive this Confirming gitt cf the 
Holy Ghoſt till Pentecoſt ; but Chrift bids them 
wait for it, in thoſe words we read Luke xxiv. 49. 
where he ſaid unto them, juſt before his laſt parting 
with them; and behold I ſend the promiſe of my Fa- 
ther upon you, but tarry ye in the City of Feruſalem, 
till ye be endued with Power from on high. Chriſt 
had alfo promiſed them and his Church this Com- 
forting, Strengthning, and Truth-teaching Spirit 
ſeveral times in his large Diſcourſes before his Paſ- 
ſion, Fob. xiv. 16. and Chap. xv. 26. and Chap. 
Xvi. 13, Cc. And we read fully how this gift of 
' the Holy Ghoſt was ſent down upon them in a 
| wonderful manner, Act. ii. when there appeared 
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anto them Cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and it 
fat npen each of them, ver. 3. | 

Now the Fathers of the Church do generally 
Teach, that this was the Confirmation of the Apo- 
ſtles; and there is indeed no doubt to be made ot it, 


bur ſo it was. 

But 'ewill be ſaid, that of Chriſt himſelf, and this 
of his Apoſtles were extraordinary Confirmations, 
and they were extraordinary Perſons that received 
them, therefore cannot in all reſpects be Patterns 
to us, to which tis anſwer d, we do not take them 
to beſo ; but what was done at firlt in an extraor- 
dinary way for many peculiar reaſons, may point 
out what ought to be done afterwards in an ordi- 
nary manner, as tis plain in many inſtanceplides 
this; and tis certain the Apoſtles themſelves thus 
underſtood it; and hence it came to paſs that we 
have in the Text a moſt remarkable Inſtance of an 
ordinary Confirmation, where great multitudes of 
common Believers of all ſorts were Confirmed, as 
far as we can judge by the words of St. Zake, for he 
expreſſeth it, as if the 22 part of the City of S- 
maria had received this gift of the Holy Ghoſt by 
the hands and prayers of St. Peter and St. John. 

Then tis ſuppoſed by ſome, that we have another 
inſtance for the eſtabliſhing this holy Rite of Con- 
fir mation, Acts xiv. 21, 22. where tis faid of Paul 
and Barnabas, that when they had Preached the 
Goſpel to that City, viz. ( Derbe) and had taught 
many, they returned again to Lyſtra, and to Iconium, 
and Antioch, confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, 
and exhorting them to continue in the Faith, and that 
we muſt through much tribulation enter into the King- 
dom of God. Where the word (EE, u. may 
very well ſigniſie the Confirming I am ſpeaking of, 
and the Circumſtances of the place, and expreſſions 
here uſed, viz. Exhorting them to continue in the 
Faith, and their telling them of the T — 

they 


75 — 5 


ir 


they were like to meet in their Chriſtian Warfare, 
are very agreeable to the deſign of this Ordinance; 
the ſame word is uſed, and the ſame thing may be 
2? meant alſo, Act, xviii. 23. 


But tis certain we have a clear inſtance of this 


| holy Rite in the next Chapter, Act, xix. 1, 2, 


3, 4, Cc. where we read St. Paul asks certain Diſ- 


ciples which he had found at Epheſus this Queſtion, 
? viz. Have he received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye belie- 


ved? Which is as if he had asked them, whether 


f they had ever been confirmed; and they ſaid unta 


him, we have not ſo much as heard whether there be 


ö any Holy Ghoſt. And he ſaid unto them, unto what 


then were ye Baptized ? and they ſaid unto Johns 
Baptiſm, Then ſaid Paul, John werily Baptized 
with the Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying unto the Peo- 
ple, That they ſhould believe en him which ſhould 
come after him, that is on Chriſt Teſw, When they 
heard this, they were Baptized in the name of the 
Lord Feſus. And when Paul had laid his bands on 
them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake 
with Tongues, and Propheſied. Which is a clear 
and remarkable inſtance to our purpoſe ; for hence 
we may plainly perceive, that neither hs Bap- 
tiſm, nor Chriſt's Baptiſm added to it, made a com- 
pleat Chriſtian without Confirmation, or without 
receiving this gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And hence 
we may gather, 'twas a ufual thing for the Apoſtle 
to enquire whether Perfons had been Confirmed, 
ſince they believed and were Baptized. 

'Tis alfo further to be obſerved, that the Apoſtle 
St. Paul puts the Chriſtians in remembrance of this 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which they received at their 
Confirmation, and that in ſeveral places of his Epi- 
ſtles. Thus Epheſ: i. 13. ſpeaking of Chriſt, he 
ſaith, in whom alſoafter that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with the holy Spirit of Promiſe ; meaning they were 
marked up, and appropriated to God, and to 3 

CULIAT 
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* culiar Ser vice and Bleſſings, when they received that 
ſtrengthning and preſerving gift of the Spirit at their 
' Conhirmation, which Chriſt had fo often and fo ſo- 
lemnly promiſed to his Apoſtles, and all true Belie- 
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* vers; and therefore is here ſtiled by the Apoſtle, the * b 
Vboly Spirit of Promiſe; and as twas the ſure Seal and 
„ Conveyance of God's grace and fayour to them for 
ith the preſent, ſo the Apoſtle makes it to be the pledge 
* and earneſt of their Salvation in time to come; ſay- 
ing in the next verſe. Vhich i the earneſt of or 
5 Inheritance. And again, Chap. iv. 30. and grieve 
4 not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto 0 
tze day ef Redemption. > 
And 2 Cor. i. 21, 22. Now he which ftabliſheth us 8 
with you in Chriſt, and hath anointed us is God; \ 
|: ' who hath alſo ſealed ut, and given the earneſt of the 
i: Spirit in our hearts. Which expreſſions of the Apo- ' 
ſtle are exactly agreeable to what you heard be- 
4 


— 


fore. 
| And tis from thoſe Scripture expreſſions here uſed 
ti altogether by theApoſtle, that the Ancient Chriſtian 


Ss 
4 2 * 


Writers have moſt frequently expreſſed this Rite of 
* Confirmation by the terms of Sealing, Anointing, 
5 Eſtabliſhing or Confirming, as well as by laying on: 
| of hands, which ſufficiently teacheth us, that 'twas 
their ſetled opinion, that this Sacred Ordinance was 
the proper means of conferring the earneſt of the 
Spirit upon us. And tis not to be omitted, that 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews reckons it up amongſt 
the firſt and chiefeſt Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, Heb. vi. 12. faying, ſore leaving the | 
| i 8 of the Doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on unto 
perfection, not laying again the Foundation of Repen- 


tance from dead works, and of Faith towards God, of 
the Doctrine of Baptiſms, and of laying on «of 
hands, and of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, and of 
Eternal Judgment. Where by laying on of hands, 
is meant Confirmation, according to the Opinion _ 

8 


* 


1 

the beſt Divines both Ancient and Modern; and as 
might be proved by many Arguments; but I ſhall 
content my ſelt with two Obſervations on this paſ- 
ſage; the firſt is, that the Apoftle in the th verſe, 


by thoſe words ſoxce enlightned,] ſeems to have re- 
ſpect unto Baptiſm (which by the Greek Fathers 
was commonly called +«75u%s, enlightning, ſee 
Chap. x. ver. 32 of this Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
*where, by after ye were illuminated) is moſt pro- 


bably meant after ye were Baptized, and entred into 
the Chriſtian Church, which Baptiſm Perſons te- 


ceived upon their profefſing Repentance and newneſs 
of Life, and Faith in the Goſpel Promiſes, rehear- 
ſed by the Apoſtle, ver. 1. and then the following 
words in the 4th verſe, viz. [and have taſted of the 
Heavenly Gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ] muſt have reſpect to the /aying on of hands, 
or Confirmation which followed next after Baptiſm, 

and was the Ordinance whereby this Heavenly Gift 
oo the Holy Ghoſt was then received by the Faith- 
-TUL, | 
: 2. Tis to be obſerved, that the laying on of 
hands for the conferring this gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
is here joyned by the Apoſtle, with the very chief 
Principles of our holy Religion, ſuch as Repentance, 
Faith, Baptiſm, and the belief of the Reſurrection, 
and of the Judgment to come; and therefore tis 
not a matter to be ſſighted by any well diſpoſed and 
conſidering Chriſtians» Theſe many Texts of Scrip- 
ture we have, in which we have at leaſt ſome notice 
given us of this Holy Rite, and whence we may 
*conclude that there is ſuch a gift of the Spirit pro- 
miſed by Chriſt, and which Chriſtians may receive, 
beſides that which was given them in Baptiſm ; and 
this was the firſt and main thing I was to exa- 


mine after, and prove from the Text. 

ah, The next was, what Perſons they be which 
are qualified for the receiving this gift. And — 
| they 
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5 
they are only Believers and Baptized Perſons, ap- 
pears clearly from the Text; for twas upon theſe 
Samaritans receiving the word preached to them by 
Philip, and their being Baptized by him, that they 
had Peter and John ſent down to Confirm them. | 

The only hearing God's word preached to them 
(which is the ſingle and furtheſt means of Grace 
which many now a-days of choice make uſe ot) is 2 
privilege common with Chriſtians, to Jews, Turks, 
and Heathens, ſo that we have a Race of Chriſtians 
among us, who if rhey had lived in the Primitive 
Church, could never have been reckon d amongſt 
Believers, as having never voluntarily partaken of 
any folemn Ordinance in the Church, whereby they 
might have been accounted ſuch, and been numbred 
with the faithful. And indeed ſuch as theſe could 
not be called Chriſtians among us, were it not tor 
their Baptiſm received in Infancy without their own 
Choice or Knowledge; and therefore they can be 
look d upon but as ſtragling and truantly Catechu- 
mens at moſt, till they are Confirmed, ↄr ready and 
deſirous to be Confirmed, and freely to take their 
Chriſtianity upon themſelves, and then to Commu- 
nicate frequently with the faithful in the Lords 
Supper. For tis on our free and thankful taking 
upon us to be his faithful Diſciples and Followers, | 
that Chriſt gives us this g fe of his Spirit to enable us 
to go through with rhe work more cheerfully and 
happily, ſo that we muſt Repent, Believe, and be 
received Chriſt's Diſciples by Baptiſm, for the put- 
ting away our Sins, before we are fit to partake ot 
this gift of his Spirit. We heard before, twas pro- 
miſed only to Believers, Jobs vii. 38. and they were | 
Diſciples, i. e. voluntarily profeſſed Chriſtians that 
St. Paul Confirmed, Act, xiv. 22. if that place be 
meant of Confirmation; and he firſt Baptized thoſe 
in the name of Chriſt, who were Baptized with 


Johns Baptiſm,before he Confirmed them, Acts ix-5.6 | 
| — 


— 


Go. | 
} : 


t 

and the Doctrine of Baptiſms ſtands firſt, then fol- 
lows the laying on of Hands, or Confirmation, 
Heb. vi. and theſe Believers at Samaria were Bap- 
tized, and only Baptized, when Peter and Joby » 
were ſent down to contferr this further gitt ot the 


Holy Ghoſt upon them. And when the firſt Con- 
verted Jews asked Peter and the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles what they ſhould do? Acts ii. 37. St. Peter's An- 
F (wer to them is in the next verſe, That they ſhbnld 
7 repent, and be Baptized every one of them in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt. And upon that he promiſeth 
them in the latter part of the verſe, that they ſhould 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; and this is per- 
fectly agreeable with another promiſe” of Chriſt, 
John xiv. 15, 16. That if we love him, and hep his 
7 Commandments (or are ready and deſirous ſo to do) 
be would pray the Father, and he would give ul ano- 
ther Comforter, who ſhould abide with ut for ever; 
* and 'tis molt reafonable that we ſhould receive 
* Chriſt readily, and engage our ſelves to keep his 
Commandments, betore he beſtows upon us ſo ex- 
2 cellent a Donative, and fo ſure an earneſt of his 
Eternal favour, as is given by this Anointing and 
Sealing of us with his Holy Spirit, For Men are not 
wont to give ſignal gifts to any but profeſſed and 
7 ſpecial Friends; and things mult be readily prepa- 
red before the Seal comes upon them. Neither doth 
Oy come naturally on any thing till it be firſt 
well cleanſed and purifed; and then, and not be- 
fore, it adds a gloſs and luſtre to it, and becomes a 


ſpecial means ot irs preſervation, 
And fo I proceed to the Third Enquiry that was 


to be made from the Text; which was, How this 
! Gift of Confirmation or Grace of the Spirit given 


by it, is to be Conferr'd, and by whom 'tis to be 

cne. oy | 
And the Text plainly ſhews us, they were Apo- 

ſtles who were ſent to do it, and that was accom- 
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all likelihood the principal Inſtrument to bring 
had Baptized great mulitudes of them, yet he then 


ſerved to be 


own Company down to Samaris to accompliſh! 
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ſhops only. And the Witneſſes to be met with in 
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juſtifiable Actions. I intend not here to produce 


116 J 
plithed by Prayer, and the laying on of their hands, 
or tho Philip were there preſent, and had been in 


— FY 


theſe Samaritans over to the Chriſtian Faith, and? 


veing but a Deacon, had no power to lay on his 
8 s for the Conferring this Gift (as St. Chryſoſtom 
bath here expreſly obſerved, and many others after 
him) it that ſpecial Bleſſing which Chriſt re- 
owed by the higheſt and chiefeſt of 
all his Miniſters, his own moſt immediate Repre- 
ſentatives, which were the Apoſtles and their Suc- 
ceſſors the And hence tis that we here 
read, That the whole College of the Apoſtles ar 7e- 


ra[alew thought it neceſſary to ſend ſome of their 


© hb wt K 0 ha, - 233 = 


this Work. And according to this Pattern before us 
in the Text, thas ever been the Cuſtom and Pra- 
tice of the Church, to reſerve this Office (as well 


as that of Ordination) to be rmed by the Bi- 


e Xx 


the Records of the Church are moſt full and uni- 
form for reſerving both theſe Offices only to the 
Biſhop's hands; and the variations from this Pra- 
Rice throughout all Antiquity, are ſo few and in- 
conſiderable in both reſpects, thit they may well be 


look d upon as no other than irregular and un- 


the Evidence; but tis notorious to all Learned 
Men, That they were only the Biſhops, the 
Chiet Heads, and High Prieſts in the Chriſtian 
Church, by whom Chriſt our Great High Prieſt, 
did ever impart and beſtow this Gift and Bleſſing 
upon his People. 

And tis at their Confirmation that Chriſtians do, 
as it were, put themſelves under the Care and Charge 
of their Biſhop, and own him for their Chief and 
Common Spiritual Father in Chriſt, by whom he is 


eſpecially 


\ 
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eſpecially to bleſs them, and by that means they vo- 


'Sluntarily unite themſelves ro Chriſts Fold, and en- 


gage they will be his innocent and tractable Sheep, 


and that they will continue under the guidance of 
2 ſuch Faithful Shepherds, as he by Chriſt's Authority 
7 ſhall ſet over them, &c. For all Inferior Paſtors' 
and Teachers in Chriſt's Church, are ſent forth by. 
Chriſt, tis true, but tis by the hands of the Chief 


Shepherds they are ſo ſent ; and therefore both the 


Interiour Shepherds themſelves, and all their Flocks, 
$ ſhould be uniced under the one Chief Shepherd their 
ZBiſhop; and ſhould be always ready to take dire- 
"ions from him for the promoting of purity and 
peace, and for the reſtoring and preſerving of Unity, 
and all manner of good Order and Government in 
the Church. So that this very Rite of Confirmation 


if it were well underſtood and practiſed as it ought 


to be, would contribute very much to the healing 
the Breaches of this diſtracted Church and Nation. 
Therefore I would have none that have any love for 


and Religion, for their own Souls, or the 


God 
] good of their Country, to negle$ and ſlight ir. 


And now, That the whole of this Sacred Rite- 


was finiſhed by Prayer and the laying on of the 
2? Apoſtle's Hands, may be concluded likewiſe from 
the Text; for we here read not of any thing more 
that was added to theſe.» And to have recourſe unto 
the Original practice, is the ſureſt means to find 
out the Eſſentials in this, and every other holy Or- 
dinance. However, it cannot be denied, but the 
uſe of Oyl was added in the very early times of the 
Church, as being the Ancient Type and Symbol of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and thas been moſt ' con- 


tinued throughout all Ages ot it ever . 

But the Reformers of this Church piouſſy. aiming 
to reduce all holy Adminiſtrations to the moſt 2 
tural and ſimpleſt Practice, — fit - to lay aſide 
the Chriſmation, as twas called ia thi . | 
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It they had retained it, none ought in reaſon to 
have been offended at it, but by parting with it, we 
are ſure they loſt no eſſential part of this Ordi- 
Nance. 

And fo I come in the Fourth and laſt place briefly 


to Examine what this Gift of the Spitit is, which is 


green and received at Confirmation ; for tis expreſty 


ſaid at the 19th verſe, That 72 the laying on of theſe 


to Apoſtles Hands, the Chriſtians at Samaria recei- 
ved the Holy Ghoſt, But ſome will be ready to ſay, did 
they not receive the Holy Ghoſt before at their Bap- 
tiſm, when they were born of Water and the Spirit, 
John iii. 5, and had been Baptized by one Spirit into 


one Body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. and tis at Baptiſm we are 


regenerated and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, as the | 


fame Apoſtle teacheth, Tit. iii. 5. How then are 


- 


we to expect to receive this Spirit again at Confirma- 


tion, or by the laying on of the Biſhop's Hands? I 


anſwer; A portion of God's Spirit may be given to us 

— 8 and for di- 
_ vers Ends and Purpoſes. Tis given, no doubt, by 
conſciencious hearing and reading ot God's word. 
and other good Books, by frequent meditating on | 


many ways, and in ſeveral 


Holy and Heavenly Things, by our own earneft 
Prayers unto, and Praiſes of Almighty God, &c. 
But beſides theſe and other ſuch like means of con- 
veying the Spirit of Grace into our Hearts, and the 


encreaſing of it in us, the Church hath ever taught, | 
tis given at Baptiſin for Spiritual Life, and for the 
waſhing away our Sins. And that tis given again 
at Confirmation, to arm and ſtrengthen us, to Seal 


us for Chriſt's Soldiers, and to enable us to ſtand 
mantully againſt our Spiritual Enemies in the Day 
of Battle. - We have a clear inſtance of this in the 
Apoſtles themſelves ; for tho they were Baprized, 
and had received forme degree of the Holy Ghoſt at 


that time, and on feveral other Occaſions before 


Chriſt's death, yet till we find they were _ 
WM weak 


S 
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weak 2nd timorous, and when they faw their Ma? 
er and themſelves in danger, they all forſook him 
nd fled ; notwithſtanding all the good Inſtructions 
nd Admonitions they had received from hin. But 


ly Sirer the Holy Ghoſt came upon them at Pentecoſt, 
is to Confirm them, they were filled with Courage 
iy and Reſolution, and feared no dangers, but waxed. 
Hold in Teſtifying to the truth of Chriſt's Goſpel, - 


hough they did it with the utmoſt peril of their 
ives, and they were ready to be lead unto Priſon, 
P- Sand unto Death for his Name's fake ; and we never 
it, Fead of any the leaſt ſigns of Fear or Cowardice in 
to them any more. 

re Therefore the Fathers of the Church have deli- 
Fred it with a full conſent, that the grace of the 


re Spirit given in Baptiſm, is for the beſtowing Spiri- 
a. Frual Life upon us, who were born in a State of Sin 
I Zand Death; and that the Grace of the Spirit, or 
us the Holy Ghoſt given in Confirmation, is for be- 
i- ſtowing upon us Spiritual Strength, or Chriſtian 
Yy Courage and Fortitude, that we may be able to 
J. ſtand againſt all the fierceſt Aſſaults of the Devil; 
n and. indeed, for the encreaſing in us all thoſe Gifts 


i of the Spirit which were in Chriſt, Va. xi. 2. before 
6. rehearſed. and which are prayed for in our excellent 
Office tor Confirmation. | 

1 And thas ever been the Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
t, Church, that the Spirit is often to be ſought for 
le again in the Lord s Supper, for the frequent reviving 
in continuing, and encreafing in us that Spiritual Life 
al and Strength, which were before received ar Bapriſm 
d and Confirmation; and tis in that bleſſed Ordi- 
Y nance we ſhould be made often to drink into that 
1e one Spirit,as by it we were all Baptized into one Boay, 
I, II Cor. xii. 13. where we have both the Holy Sacra- 
it ments in one Verſe. 

e | Bur we have nad ſo many Errors and falſe No- 
tons broached and publiſned amongſt us of late 
k C 3 years 


= [ 20 J 
years concerning theſe Matters, and Men have been 
perſwaded they might expect to jump into all the 
Gifts and Graces of God's Spirit all at once, meerly 
by hearing their New Teachers, and without ever 
uſing thofe proper Means and Methods which God 
in his word hath appointed and recommended to us 
for the receiving ot them; and this Rite of Confir- 
mation hath been ſo little uſed, ot what it ought to 
have been, that what I have deliver d about it from 
the Text, may ſeem new and groundleſs to many 
Perſons : Therefore for their better underſtanding 
upon what ſure Foundations we teach theſe things, 
I ſhall here rehearfe altogether, ſome few paſſages | 
that are to be met in the Writings of the An- 
cient Fathers touching this Holy Rite; from whence | 
all theſe four Things Fhave deduced from the Text, 
and the main Doctrines F have taught concerning it 
will appear to be true; I ſhall quote the Fxgliſi 
faithfully Tranſſated out of their Greek and Latin 
Writings, and referr the Learned Reader to the Ori- 
ginals, ſet down in the Margin. J. 

| Firſt then, Theophilus Ant ioc he- 
nus, a very Ancient Chriſtian Wri- 
ter, ſaith, Therefore are me called 
Chriſtians, becauſe we are anointed | 
with the O of Gd. Where he 
teacheth that Chriſtians have their 
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| FTheoph, Antioch. 


ad Autol ic. lib. 1. 
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Eodem loco. 


very Name of Chriſtians, from 


their Confirmation, or their be- 
mg Anointed with the Spirit of 


God (all know Chriſt hath his 


Name from thence.) This ſame Au- 


thor adds, hat Man is he that 


comes into thus Life, or is to Com- 
bate with his Enemies, and is not 
axointed with O5 


And Tertullian, a moſt Learned and Ancient 


Writer of the Latin Church, having 


Baptiſm 


ſpoken of | 


21 


Baptiſm a little before ſaith, And 
afterward Hands are laid on, by 
Bleſſing, calling for, and inviting 
the Holy Spirit ; and he there goes 
on to illuſtrate this Matter, with 
the Example of Jacobs bleſſing the 
two Sons of Foſeph, Ephraim and Manaſſes, by 
laying his Hands upon them. And ſoon after he 
ſhews, This giving the Holy Ghoſt after Baptiſm, was 
liłe God's ſending the Dove to the Church in the Arb, 
after it had been ſaved by water. | 

And in another place, where he is proving that 
the Fleſh of God's Saints ſhall rife again, he fatth, 


Del inc mans im- 
fonitur per benedittio- 
nem, advicans & in- 
vit an St tritum San- 
dum. Tertul. de 
Baptiſmo, Cep. 8, 


But the Fleſh i* waſhed, that 
the Soul might be cleanſed, The 
Fleſh is anointed, that the Soul 
mig ht be conſecrated. The Fleſh 
is ſealed, that the Soul might 
be defended. The Fleſh is overſha- 
dowed by the impoſition of Hanas, 
that the Soul might be enlightned 
by the Spirit, The Fleſh 1s fed 
with the Bod) and Blocd of Chriſt , 
2 the Soul might be fatned from 
Cod. 


Sed & Caro ab lui- 
tur ut an ma enucule- 
tur. Care ungitur, ut 
anima conlecretur. 
Caro ſignatur, ut 
& Anima muniatur. 
Caro manus impoſi- 
tione adumbratur, ut. 
anima Spiritu illumi- 
nctur.CaroCorpore & 
Sanguine Chriſti ve- 
ſcitar, ut anima de 
Do. ſginetur. Tertul. 
de Reſurretiione Carnis. 
Lib. cap. 8. 


Where 'tis plain he ſpeaks of the Three Ordi- 
nances of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and the Lord's- 
Supper, as of conſtant uſe in his time, intimating 
alſo to what purpoſes they were all uſed. 


And in another place (alſo with reſpect unto. 


theſe Three Sacred Ordinances) ſpeaking of the 
Church of Rowe that then was, he ſaich Thus: 


She mingleth the Lam and the Pro- 
phets with the Evangelical and 
Apoſtolical Writings (he means, I 
ſuppoſe, in their Reading the 


Holy Scriptures) and from thence 
ſhe draweth that 2 


ſpoken 
4 


Legem & Prophe- 
tes cum Evangelicis 
& Apoſtolicis literis 
miſcet, & indè po- 
dt ſidem eam 1 


ot 


_ 
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27 
of juſt before) ſhe fer: it with 
Water, ſhe cloatheth it with the 
Holy Spirit, and feeds it with the 
Emnchariſt. = 


The next Writer of the Latin Church that is very 
Ancient and Famous, and who was himſelf a molt 
Holy Biſhop and Martyr for the Chriſtian Faith, is 


For 


St. Cyprian, and he is moſt clear to our purpoſe. 
Shri with another Biſhop, That they ought 


to be Baptized again, who were Baptized by Here- 
ticks, he ſpeaketh in this manner. 


Locum iſtum, Fra- 
ter Chariſhme, ad 
præſentem cauſam vi- 
demus omnino non 
pertinere. Inti enim 

ut in Samaria credi. 

er-nt, fide veracre- 
diderant, & initus in 
Eccleſià, quz una eſt, 
& cui ſoli gratiam 
Baptiſm dere & pec- 
cata ſolvere permif. 
fum eſt, à Philippo 
Diacono quem idem 
Apoſtoli miſcrant. 
Baptizati erant; & id- 
circo quiz legitimum 
& Ecclefiaſticum Bap. 
tiſmum conſecuti fue. 
rant, Raprizeri eos 
ultra non op rte bat, 
fed tantumme do 
quod deerat id à Pe- 


tro & [oh nne fa- 


ctum cf, ut Oratione 
pro eis h bitcà, & ma- 
mu impoſità, invoca- 
retur & infundore 
tur ſuper eos Sp1ritus 


| ſent, 


We do ſee ( Deareſt Brother] that 
that place, meaning this of the 
Text, doth not at all pertain to the 
preſent Cauſe; for they which had 
believed in Samaria, had believed 
in the true Faith, and within the 
Church, which is but one, and to 
whom alone tis permitted to give 
Bapriſm, and to» emit Sins; They 
were Baptized by Philip the Dea- 
con, whom thoſe very Apofties had 
And therefore becauſe they 
had obtained lawful and Ecclefiaſt i- 
cal Baptiſm, they needed not to be 
Baptized any more, bm only that 
which was wanting was performed 
by Peter and John ; that they fonld 
Pray for them, and lay on their 
hanas, that the Holy Gboſt might be 
called dow» and br poured upon 
them; which thing is nom done with 
us, that they who are Biprized in 
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ſanctus Quod nunc quoque apud nos geritur, ut qui in Fecleſia Bapti- 
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impoũtionem Spiritum ſan tum conſe nur. & ugnasulo Dominico 
coniummentur. Cypr. Eprjt. 7 3. ad fubaianum. v6. 8. 


the 


wo OY WY 


w LE I ” 
* 


gs i 
8 Sl. 3a. 


[27 T- 


And in another place, after he 
had ſpoken of the neceſſity of Bap- 
tiſm, he adds, And he which is 
Baptized, ought ro be Anminted, 
that having received the Chriſm, 
that is the Unction, he might be the 
Anointed of God, and have in him 
the Grace of Chriſt, 

Again, No Man is Born by Im- 
poſition of Hands, when he receives 
the Hoh Ghoſt, but he is born in 
Baptiſm, that he may receive the 
—_m_ after he is Born; as tua. 

in the firſt Man Adam. For 
Goa - Formed him 775 and then 
breathed into him the breath of life; 
neither can the Spirit be received, 
waleſs he be firſt in being who ſhou'd 
receive it, 


Nec enim poteſt accipi 8 iritus, 
Epiſt. 74. Sect, 8, 9 


Our next Witneſs ſhall be 
St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, and he ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt faith, And he being 
waſhed inthe River Jordan, went 
up out of the waters, and the Holy 
Spirit made a ſubſtantial deſcent 
7 - _ or _ 10 him in à Bo- 

[y oubſtance, like reſting ubon 
like. So 1 like manner, ge - 
cended out of the waters of Baptiſm, 
the Chriſm was given you, which 


the Church, ſhould be offered or preſented to the 
7 Biſhops of the Church, that by our Prayer and Impo- 
3 ſition of Hands they may obtain the Holy Ghoſt, 

be compleated by tbe Sealing of the Lord. 


and 


Urgi quo ne ne- 
ceſſe eſt eum qui Bap= 
tizatus fit, ut accepto 
Chriſmare, id eſt, ur- 
ctione, eſſe unſtus 
Dei, & h-bere in fe 
gratiam Chriſti poſ- 
fit. Or. Epiſt. 70. 
SeR. 3. 


Porro autem non per 
manus impoſitionem 
quis n. ſcitur quando 
accipit Spiritum ſan- 
ctum; ſed in bapti(- 
mo, ut Spirizum jam 
natus accipiet ; ſicut 
in primo homine A- 
dam factum eſt. Ante 
enim Deus eum 
laſmivic, & runs 
inſuſflavit in faciein 
ejus flatum vit v. 


nĩſi prius fucrit qui accipiat. Cyr. 
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anſwereth to that with which Chriſt 
was anointed. And as Chriſt after 
bis Baptiſm, and the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon him, went forth and 
vanquiſhed the Adverſary; ſo you 
after Baptiſm, and the Myſtical 


Anointing, being cloathed wih the 


whole Armour of the Spirit, do 
ftand againſt the power 7 the Ene- 
my, and overcome him. | 


dus WP Te i Barſiouay Y T9 


wad wdedvuira F mayorniay Te mrd pd) O-, 
78. Nr s F &Y n lu quνννμi, 9 TuyThy Xara wy] 
Cnove. Cyr, K m. wwrewy. 7. Edit. Johan. Prevotij. 


Deſcendit in Aquam 
ſtus, non quod 
erat in Deo 
mundaretur, ſed ven- 
turum oleum aqua de- 


enda tiſmatis. 
7— Ani 


1 _ manibus habererur,ſe- 


de Nube dicentis, 


creous Milevit, Centre Furman. Lib, 4. 


And of Chriſt's Baptiſm by 
Jahn, and what followed upon 
ir, Optatus writeth as followeth. 
C briſk faithrhe, deſcended into the 
water, not that there was any _y 
in God that neeced to be cleanſed, 


but that the Water ought to go before 


the Oyl which-was about to come up- 
on him; that he might Begin, Or- 
dain and Perfect — Mb feries of 
Baptiſm; and being waſhed while 
in the hands of John, the Order of 
the Mftery followed, and the Fa- 
ther did Yalbl what the Son asked 
and the Holy Spirit had foretold. 
The Heaven is opened while the Fa- 
ther is anointing, and the 2 tual 

{ preſently 45 cended in the (hape 
of A Dove, fate upon his head, 


and anointed him, whence he began 


DeoPatre. Cui ne manus impoſit ĩo defuiſſe videretur, vox audita eſt Drs 
Hic eſt Filius meus de quo beat ſenſi, hunc audite. 


to 
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tobe called Chriſt, when he was anointed by God the 


Father ; and leſt he ſhould ſeem to want impoſition o 
hands, the voice of God is heard from the C 220 1 


ing, This is my Son in whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear 


Je him. 


I cannot ſtand to make any Obſervations on ſo 
remarkable a Paſlage, but ſhall paſs on to St. 7e- 
rome, who is moſt clear to our purpoſe, in his Dia- 


ciferian, Do you not know, faith 
the Laciferian, tis the Cuſtom of 
the Churches, that Hands ſhould be 
laid on _ that are Baptized, and 
that ſo the Holy Spirit might be 
called down ? doſt thou demand 
where it is written? in the Acls of 
the Apoſtles ; but although there 
were no Authority of the Scripture 


for it, the conſent of the whole World 


in this caſe, would ſway like a Pre- 
x, for many other things, which b 
radition are obſerved in the C. "Wi 
have gotten the Authority of a writ- 
ten Law. The Orthodox anſwers, 1 
do not deny that this is the Cultom of 
the Church, that the Biſhop ſhould 


go forth to lay his hands for the call- 


5 down of the Holy Ghoſt on them, 
w 


ich before were Baptized by the 
Prieſts and Deacons in the leſſer Ci 


ties at a diſtance from him. 


logue betwixt an Orthodox Perſon, and a Lu- 


An neſcis Eccle- 
ſiarum hunc morem 
eſſe, ut baptizatis poſt- 
ea manus 1mpona- 
tur, & ita invoce- 
tur ſpiritus ſan tus? 
Exigis ubi ſcriptum 
eſt? in Actibus Apo- 
ſtolorum etiamſi 
ſcripturæ Authoritas 
non ſubeſſet, totius 
Orbis in hanc partem 
conſenſus inſtar præ. 
cepti ohtineret. Nam 
& multa alia, quæ per 
traditionem in Eccle- 
fiis obſervantur, Au- 
toritatem fibi ſcrip- 
tz legis uſurpave- 
runt, &c, Quibus 
Orthodoxus Ref; 
det, Non quidem ab- 
nuo hanc eſſe Eccle. 
ſi⸗rum Contuetudi. 
nem, ut ad eos, qut 
longe in minoribus 
urbibus per Presby- 
teros & Diaconos ba 
tizati ſunt, Epiſcopus 


ad invocationem Sancti ſpiritus manum impoſiturus excurrat. Heron, 


Dialege contra Luciferianos. Tom. 2. 


St. Auguſtine is alſo a clear and 


ample witnels for us; I will name 
but a place or two of many, that 


N-que enim aliquis 
Diſciptdorum ejus de- 
dit ſpiritum ian um. 
orabant quippe ut ve- 

may 
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niret in eos quibus 
manum imponcbent, 
Non ipſi eum dabant. 
Qem morem in ſuns 
præpoſii ĩs etiam nur c 
ſervat Eccleſia. Avg. 
de Trinitate Lib. 15. 
Cp. 26, Tom, 3, 


Spicin autem (mug 
in {O13 Catholicà 
Fcclehaper menus im- 
poſiti nem dari dici- 
tur, &c. & paucis in- 
terpoſitis n-q; enim 
tem poralihus & ſenſi. 
bilibus, mireculis at- 
teſt mibus per menus 
in poſition m modo 
datur ſpiritus ſanctus, 
ficut antea dabatur ad 
Commer d tionem ru- 
dis ſidei, & Fccleſiæ 
primordia dil tanda. 
Quis enim nunc hoc 
expe dat Ut ij 
uibus manus ad ac- 
cipicndum fpiritum 
ſan tum imponitur ; 
repent? incipt-rlinguis 
loqui ? ſed invilihi. 
liter & 1:renter intel- 
ligitur per vinculum 
p:cis eerum cordibus 


Divina Chzritas inſpirari 


Cap. 16. Tom. 7. 


4.4 
may be met with in his Writings, 
Nor did, faith he, any of his Di 
ciples 75 the Holy Spirit x but they | 


prayea, 


Cuſtom is alſo now obſery'd in the 


Church by her Biſhops. 


5 


And in another place, Bat the 
Holy Spirit, becauſe tis ſaid only to 


that he might come on them | 
on whom they laid their hands, which | 


be given in the Church Cat holich by ; 


the impoſition of Hands, 8c. and | 
then ſoon after, neither ts the Fly | 
Spirit ſo given by impoſition of hands, 


as to be attefted by temporal and |: 
ſenſible Miracles, as before twas gi- 


ven for rec:mmending the Faith, 
when twas newly come into the 


I” * 


World, and for the enlargement of 


the Churches beginnings. For who 
aoth now expett, that they on whom 
Hands are laid for the N the 


10 


to be inſpired into their hearts. 
Avg. de Baptiſmo Contra Denatiſtas. Lib. 3 


There is one Paſſage more which ſhould not be 


omitted, becauſe tis ſo full to our purpoſe in ma- 


ny reſpects, tho“ it be ſomewhat uncertain who 1 
was the Author of the Homily where 'tis to be 
found; whether it were Eucherius Lugdunenſis, | 
Fuſebius Emiſſenus, Ceſxins, or ſome other; 
certainly he was an Ancient Writer, and he deli- 
vers 


2 1 


n 


Holy Spirit, ſhould preſently beg in 

41 with Tongues ? but the Di- 
dine Love is underſtood inviſibly and 
ſecretly, through the Bund of Peace, 


[ 27 ) 
vers himſelf thus. That which lay- 
ing on of Hands now giveth at Con- 
firmation to fingle Perſons initiated 
into the Charch, That the comin 
down of the Holy Ghoſt upon t 
Believers at Pentecoſt, did give to 
them altogether, But 1 1 we 
have ſad. That Impoſition of hands 
can do good to him that is born again 
and regenerated in Chriſt ; perha 
ſome may think with himſelf, what 
good can the Miniſtry of Confirma- 
tion do me, after the Myſtery of 
Baptiſm? Why, faith he, preſent 
after, as an Emperor, when 

ceives a Soldier into his Army, not 
only giveth him a Mark or Badge, 
but when he is about to Fight, he 
gives him ſufficient Armour like- 
wiſe. So the Bleſſing in Confirma- 
tion is the Armonr or Defence to the 
Baptized Perſon. —1 #hou made 
a Soldier, give him alſo the helps of 
his warfare. The Holy Ghoſt comes 
aown upon the waters of Baptiſm 
with a ſaving influence, or ſo as to 
bring Salvation, and gives what is 
ſoffcien for preſent 1nnocency ; but 
in Confirmation, it gives Grace for 
encreaſing; in Baptiſm we are Rege- 
nerated unto Lite, after Baptiſm, 
we are Confirmed unto Fight; in 


| Baptiſm we are waſhed, after it we 


are ſtrengthned. Regeneration ſaves 
by it kf thoſe that are received im- 


Ye- 


Quod nunc In Con- 
firmatione Neophytis 
Manus impoſitio tri 
buit ſingulio, hoc runc 
ſpiritus ſancti deſcen- 
1 in credentium po- 
pulo donavit Univer- 
lis, ſed quia diximus 

uod Manus impoſi- 
tio & conhrmatio 
ei qui jam ren: tus, 
qui jam regeneratus 
in Chriſto eſt, con- 
ferre alfquid poſſit, 
forts cogitat ſibi ali- 
quis, Cc. & paucis 
interjectis quid mihĩ 
prodeſt, poſt myſte- 
rium Baptiſmatis, Mi- 
niſterium Confirman- 
tis, &c. Ut Impera- 
tor quemcunque in 
militum receperit nu- 
merum, non ſolum 
ſignat receptum; ſed 
etiam armis compe- 
tentibus inſtruit pug- 
naturum, ita in be - 
tizato henedictio 15 
munitio eſt, dediſtĩ 
militem, daetiam ad- 
jumenta militiz, & 
2 . ſan- 

, qui ſu uns 
baptiſimi . — 
ſcendit illapſu, in ſon- 
te plenitudinem tri- 
buir ad innocentiam, 
in Confirmatione gra- 
tiam præſtat ad avg- 
mentum, & in bap- 
tiſmo regeneramur ad 
vitam, poſt baptiſmum 
confirmamur ad pug- 
nam. In Baptiſmo ab- 
luimur, poſt Baptii- 
mum Roboramur, & 


Regeneratio per fe ſalvat, mox in pace beati ſæculi recipiendos; confirmatio 
armat, & inſtruit ad agones mundi hujus & prælia reſervandos. Itaque ante 
Deſcenſonem ſpiritus ſancti, Apoſtoli uſque ad negationemdeterrentur, poſt 


viſitationem vero ejus, uſque ad Marty 


ö rium Contemptu mortis armantur. 
Euſeb, Emiſſen. Homil, in die Pentecoſt. pag. 287. Paris. 1575. 
| D ; 
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[ 28 ] 
mediately into the peace of the other bleſſed World; 
Confirmation arms and fits for Combate thoſe which 
are to be reſerved for the Battels- or Combates of 
this World, Therefore before the coming down of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles were terrified, even to the 
denial of their Maſter : But after his viſitation of 
them, they are armed with Conrage for Martyrdom, 
even by the contempt of Death it ſelf. 


Now tho' I have not named the tenth part of 
what is to be found in the Records of the Church 
for the Eſtabliſhing of this Holy Rite, yet from 
theſe few paſſages it may be ſufficiently and clearly 
underſtood, what the meaning of it is; and we 
may from thence perceive, that all theſe Ancient 
Fathers and Biſhops do agree in teaching the ſame 
things about this matter that IJ have now taught 
from the Text. | 

And we may plainly fee, firſt, that they be- 
lieved and taught, there is fuch a gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt promiſed by Chriſt, and that may be re- 
ceived by Chriſtians, which is differing from that 


given in their Baptiſm. 


2. They teach with one conſent, that tis to be 
ſought for and received after Baptiſm, and by none 


but Baptized Perſons. 

3+ That tis 5 and received by Prayer and 
the laying on of the Biſhop's hands, according to 
the Example before us in the Text. 

4. They teach, That the Defign of it is to give 


Chriſtians a new Portion of God's Holy Spirit, to 


enable them the better to live accorging to their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, and to fight more mantully 
againſt all their Spiritual Enemies, which in their 
Baptiſm they had renounced, which were the four 
Things I hadendeavoured to prove. And it ought 
to be conſider d what high things they ſay of it, 
and how clearly they do bear witneſs to the con- 


ſtant practice of It in the Church, how they ow 
the 
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the grounds of it from the holy Scriptures, parti- 
cularly from the Confirmation of Chriſt himſelf, 
by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him after 
his Baptiſm, and from the coming down of the 
Spirit upon the Apoſtles at Pentecoſt, and from Pe- 
ter and Johns Confirming theſe new Converted 


Chriſtians at Samaria, and from the Anointing 


and Sealing with the Spirit, of which St. Paul 
ſpeaketh, &c. | | 
And I ſhall proceed in the next place to anſwer 
two Objections. | 
The beſt is, That this Gift was an extraordinary 


thing, and peculiar to the times of the Apoſtles, 


and was attended with miraculous Gifts in thoſe 
that received it; and therefore thoſe miraculous ef- 
fects of it being ceaſed, this gift of the Spirit ought 
not now to be expected, and the Office for Confer- 


ring of it ought to ceaſe, and be laid aſide. I an- 


ſwer, Tho this Objection be ot little weight, and 


is ſufficiently anſwer'd in the foregoing Diſcourſe, 


and particularly by St. Auguſtine; yet for fuller ſa- 
tistaction I will here add, x 
Firſt, That they who depend on this Objection, 


do boldly contradict the ſenſe, and deſpiſe the Wiſ- 


dom and Authority of the whole Church of God, 


moſt clearly and fully delivered by Writing and 


Practice, for the perpetual continuance of this Or- 
dinance. | 

2. Tis certain alſo, that all who received benefit 
by it in the Apoſtle's times, were not endowed with 
Miraculous Gitts, as appears 1 Cor. xii. 29. Are all 
workers of Miracles? but thoſe miraculous Gifts 
were beſtowed only on ſome choicer Perſons, to fit 


them for the Miniſtry, and to make them the more- 


proper Inſtruments for propagating the Faith in the 
World, and indeed to maniteſt unto all, that the 
Spirit did really come down upon the Church, ac- 


cording to Chriſt's promiſe ; whereas this promiſe ot 
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the Spirit I have been contending for, was made 
to all Fleſh, who would become believers, and be 
ready to keep Chriſt's Commandments; but tis a 
wild Fancy to think, that all Believers in the Pri- 
mitive Times were endowed with ſome Miraculous 
Gift. And now I am obviating this chief Objection 


drawn from the Miraculous Gifts which fell on ſome 


of them which were Confirmed in the Apoſtle's 
times. I would have it here Noted, That when tis 
Recorded in the 1oth of the Acts, ver. 44. That the 
Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the word, ſpo- 
Ken by St. Peter, and that the Jews were aſtoniſhed 
at it, For that they heard them ſpeak with Tongues, 
and magnified God, ver. 45, 46. I fay, I would have 
it obſerved, that to me it ſeems moſt probable, the 
Holy Ghoſt fell at that time on Cornelius and his 
Seleck Company (who were pure Gentiles no way 
Proſelyted to the Jewiſh Religion, and in this kind, 
the firſt Fruits of the Gentiles, as tis generally 
thought) only in Miraculous effects, and that 
chiefly to ſatisſie St. Peter fully, and by him all 
other Chriſtians of the Jewiſh Nation, that the Gen- 
tiles were capable of being made Chriſt's Diſciples as 


i well as the Jews; ſo that the coming of the Holy 


Ghoſt on them at that time, was not their Confir- 
mation, but only an effeftual means to convince 
St. Peter, and multitudes of others of a moſt 
weighty Matter about which they had been doubt- 
ful before; nay, concerning which they had with 
the deepeſt prejudice entertained a quite contrar 

Opinion. And whereas St. Peter ſaid, Act, xi. 
ver. 17. (in his rehearſing over this Hiſtory) For «/- 
much then as God gave them the like Gift as he did 
to us who believed in the Lord Feſus, &c. it doth 
not from thence neceſſarily follow, That the Gift 
given to Cornelius and his Company, was in all re- 
ſpects, and to all intents and purpoſes like that gi- 
ven to the Apoſtles, and the reſt who were gathered 
| together 
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1 
e together at Pentecoſt; but that twas like, in their 
; ſpeaking with Tongues, and magnifying God in 
ſtrange Languages, as they at Pentecoſt did. And 
it doth not appear that St. Peter made any other 
? concluſion from it, than that Baptiſm and Dilciple- 
] ſhip was not to be denied to Believers from among 
the Gentiles ; for his Inferences are theſe ; Can any 
Man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be Baptized, 
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which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as wed 
! Chap. x. 47. and Chap. xi. 17. What was I, that 1 
could withſtand God? Therefore, as tis certain, Cor- 
nelius and his Relations and Friends received Bap- 
tiſm after this falling of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, 
as we read expreſly, ver. 48. ſo tis likely they re- 
ceived Confirmation alſo; or elſe this muſt paſs for 
5 an extraordinary and excepted Caſe, where Confir- 
7 mation went before Baptiſm, of which we have no 
„Example elſewhere. 
7 || TI paſs now to the other Objection; For it may be 
> |: further alledged, that if a Matter of fo rw Mo- 
| |! ment, as the receiving a ſpecial Gift of the Holy 
- |] Ghoſt, does certainly depend upon the due uſe of. 
3 |: this Holy Rite; then what will become of thoſe 
that want it? and how comes it about that we hear 
ſo little of it? and why is it no more uſed in the 
Church, &c. To which I reply, That I am hear- 
; tily ſorry there ſhould be any occaſion at all for 
: ſuch objecting, and twould require much Diſcourſe 
to anſwer it fully; but I ſhall make as ſatisfactory. 
an Anſwer to it as I can, in few words. 

Firſt then, we have firm grounds to believe, tis 
the general Method of God's dealing with Men, in. 
| beſtowing on them his Free Gifts and Graces ;. that 
if through their own defaults, they uſe not the- 
means whereby they are promiſed to be given, they 
| ſhall then want, and go without thoſe portions of 
- | his Spirit, which by the due uſe of them they ſnould 
| || certainly have received. 
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And this is true, with reſpect to all the means of 

Grace, and of this amongſt the reſt. For if we de 

not think Gifts of God's Spirit worth our asking and 

ſeeking after (the leaſt of which is of far more value 
than the beſt Gift Man can beſtow upon us) we 
ſhall have no reaſon to imagine God ſhould account 
us worthy of them. | 

Therefore it Men want this Gift of the Holy 

Ghoſt through their own Careleſneſs, groſs Negli- 

gence, &. they muſt thank themſelves if they 

want all the Benefit and Spiritual Advantage they 
might have received by it. 

But then 24, If Perſons are ſenſible of this Gift 

of Chriſt, and are deſirous to partake of it with the 

reſt of thoſe many Bleſſings he hath procured for 

them, and promiſed to them; and only wait for a 

fair opportunity to receive it ; we have great reaſo 

to hope they do not ſufter much, if any thing at all 
by their want of it; but that their fincere defire and | 
ready mind ſhall be accepted for the deed, asin | 
many other Caſes. | | 

But, 34ly, (Not to ſpeak of the wilfull contempt 


--of this Grace) Iam very apt to think the Caſe of | 


moſt Perſons amongſt us, who want this Gift of | 
Chriſt, is like that of the Woman of Samaria, when | 
our Lord firſt began to Diſcourſe with her; they | 
knew not of this gift of God, nor that Chriſt hath | 
promiſed any ſuch thing unto them, or at leaſt they 
are not fully perſwaded of ir, or elſe they would ask | 
it and ſeek it of him more diligently ; and he would 
certainly give. them cf this living water, as he there 
tells that Woman, John iv. 10. And the truth is, 
there are ſo many groſs darkneſſes and inveterate 
prejudices upon many Mens Spirits about this Mat- 
ter, that 'twill require a long time, and much ap- 
plication, and a more general and conſtant Practice, 
to bring People to a right underſtanding of it. But 


tis a buſineſs of ſo high a Nature, and would be ſo 


many 


1 


many ways advantageous to the Church, and the 
thriving of ſound Religion among us, that tis wor- 
thy of our greateſt Zeal and beſt Endeavours to re- 
ſtore it to that true Deſign and regular Practice, 
which our Church aims at in her uſe of it. And to 
declare what is the true intent of our Church in her 
uſe of this Holy Rite, which ſhe ſo carefully recom- 
mends to all her Children, was the ſecond General 
Matter which I undertook to ſpeak unto in this 
Diſcourſe. And if we narrowly view the Rubricks 
and Office, and all Matters relating to this Holy 
Ordinance, we ſhall find them, as they are preſcri- 
bed by our Church, to be moſt Rational and Pious, 
for ſhe ſeems to aim, that all Perſons ſhe hath to do 
with, ſhould be made Partakers of every Benefit 
which comes by Chriſt, as ſoon as they are capable 
of it; and therefore ſhe orders them to be entred 


into Covenant with God through Chriſt by Baptiſm, 


in their very Infancy, by the Prayers and Promiles 
of others; and ſhe believes that they there receive 
the Forgiveneſs of Original Guile, are Born again, 
and Adopted to be the Children of God. And be- 
cauſe ſhe would have them to continue in Obedi- 
ence to their Heavenly Father, and to grow up and 
Her, in his Favour and Friendſhip, as they grow 
n Vears and bodily Stature; ſhe deſires they may be 
inſtructed about the Nature of the Covenant of 
Grace which they made with God in Baptiſm, as 
ſoon as they are able to Learn, that they might 
know what bleſſed Promiſes God therein made to 
them, and what great Duties they engaged to per- 
form to him. But then conſidering thoſe Engage- 
ments were made without Children's own Acts and 


Deeds, being made without their knowledge or 


defire (tho' to their own great advantage) the 
Church doth therefore direct and earneſtly deſire, 
that when they come to years of diſcretion, and 
have attained to ſome competent knowledge of 
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what was done for them, they ſhould come fo- 
lemnly and voluntarily to take their Chriſtian Pro- 
teſſion upon themſelves, and to ratifie and confirm 
their Baptifmal Promiſes in their own Perſons; and 
that then and there they might alſo receive this other 
gift of God's Spirit, to enable them to fight man- 
fully again(t all thoſe Spiritual Enemies, which, as 
Chriſt's Diſciples, they have renounc'd. 

Now the great Piety and fitneſs of this Practice 
will yet better appear, it it be conſider d, that the 
time in which the Church deſigns this gift of the 
Spirit ſhould be received by young Perſons, is juſt 
about the Age when they ſhould firſt begin to ſhew 
their thanktulneſs to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, tor their Creation, Redemption, and Sancti- 
fication; and when they firſt begin to be in imme- 
diate danger of being drawn away trom their Duty, 
by the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, And as 'tis upon Perſons freely and 
thankfully taking upon them to become his faithful 
Followers, that Chriſt promiſeth them this Anoint- 


ing, Sealing, and Strengthning Gift of his Spirit, ſo 


the Church would have all her Children to deſire it, 
and ſeek out after it, as ſoon as ever they begin to 
ſtand in need of it; that fo they may be the better 
able togrow up as kindly Plants in God's Vineyard, 
and that they may be ready armed and ſtrong to over- 
come the wicked one, in his moſt early Aſſaults, as 
St. John intimates all young Chriſtians ought to be, 
by the word ef God, and his anointing Spirit abiding 
in them, 1 Joh. ii. 14, & 27. And Perſons being 
thus Regenerated in their Infancy, and made the 
Children of God by Baptiſm, and then brought up 
from their Childhood in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord, as the Apoſtle adviſeth, Eph. vi.q. and 
afterward, being armed and ſtrengthned with this 
ſpecial Gift of the Holy Ghoſt in Confirmation, 
when they come to ſome years ot diſcretion, They 
wol 
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would then be in a right preparation to receive con- 
tinual Nouriſhment from Chriſt in the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's-Supper ; which all young Per- 
ſons are by the Church order d to frequent ſoon at- 
ter their Confirmation hy the Biſhop, if they be Six- 
teen years of Age: And thus following the Dire- 
ctions of the Church, they ſhould always in a kind- 
ly and perfect manner grow up in the Favour of 
God and Man, as Jeſus Chriſt their Head and Great 
Exemplar is ſaid to have done, Lube ii. 52. and 
they might throughout all their days daily encreaſe 
more and more in God's Holy Spirit, till they came 
to his Everlaſting Kingdom. And it young Perfons 
did — perform their parts in all theſe reſpects 
with honeſt and fincere hearts, as the Church di- 
rects, and as by the grace of God, and by the Care 
of their Parents, and other their Governours and 
Teachers they might and ought to do; they ſhould 
trom their very Infancy continue to be God's belo- 
ved Children, and might perſevere to be Chrift's 
Faithful Soldiers and Servants unto their Lives end ; 
as the Church hopes and prays for every Infant that 


is Baptized. 


And now, ſuppoſing all this were done, according 
to the true intendment of our Church, Then I de- 
mand, where were the Neceſſity of begetting or Re- 
generating all grown Chriſtians by their Preaching, 


which the Presbyterians and Independants talk ſo 


much of, and which they make to be the very 
Foundation of all their Spiritual Building ; and in- 
deed, tis the very Principal Engine by which they 
catch their unwary Diſciples, and hold them faſt to 
their Obedience. But contrary to theſe Mens main 
Principle, the Holy Scriptures, and the Church of 
Chriſt from thence have ever taught, that a new 
Birth is given by Baptiſin (tho' it be but a weak 
and tender Life that is there received) and a Spiri- 


tual as well as a Natural Life is given and Os 
ut 
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but once. Therefore if grown Chriſttans have 
greatly ſtrayed from God and his ways, and have 
groſly broken their Baptiſmal Covenant, their re- 
turn to their Duty with [Godly Sorrow and Contri- 
tion of Heart, is not, in the Language of the Scrip- 
ture or of the Church, called Regeneration or New- 
Birth; but Repentauce, repentance from dead works, 
renewing again unto repentance, Heb. vi. 1, 6. and in 
ſome good Senſe Converſion, or a returning to their 
Heavenly Father, like that of the Prodipal Son, and 
as one who had a relation unto God, and was in 
Covenant with him before. So the Church ſuppo- 
ſeth, that none but her Spendthrifts, her Rebellious, 
Loſt and Prodigal Sons and Daughters do need the 
Great Repentance, and Solemn return to their Hea- 
venly Father; and that none of her Children do 
need any other New Birth, but what they received 
in Baptiſm, but ſhe directeth and Prayeth, that that 
weak and tender Life ſhould be continually preſer- 
ved, ſtrengthned, and nouriſh'd in them, by ſuch 
proper means as God hath appointed, untill they 
come to a Spiritual Manhood, unto the meaſure of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. 


Hence it doth appear, That the Grand Principle of 
the Prevbyterians and In 


dependants about Regenera- 
ting People by their Preaching, is utterly ꝑroundleſs, 
and twould quickly be manifeſt unto all Men that 
it was ſo, were the Laws and Directions of our 
own Church obſerved ſo well as they might and 
ought to be. 

And if the Anabaptiſts would well conſider, that 
the Church doth at their Confirmation call all her 
Members to actual Faith, and to the making a vo- 
luntary profeſſion of Chriſtianity in their own 
Names, and that as ſoon as they are capable of 
doing it, they would ſee much leſs Cauſe for cry- 
ino out againſt her for Baptizing Children in their 
Infancy, which yet they make to be the chief 
ground of their Separation. Again, 
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Again, did the Qualers well weigh it, that thoſe 
Gifts and Graces ot the Spirit, which they pretend 
ſo much to, and make ſuch a ſtir about, are to be 


. received by degrees, by the due uſe of thoſe Holy 


Rites and Ordinances of God's own appointment 
(amongſt which Confirmation hath been accounted 
a Principal one) they would not, we hope, be fo 
confident, that they do ingroſs the choiceſt Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt unto themſelves, without ever ma- 
king any uſe of the chiet and moſt eſpecial means 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles ordained and made 
uſe of, for the conferring ſuch Spiritual Gifts on the 
Members of the Church. And indeed, did every 
ſort of theſe Diſſenters ſeriouſly call it to their re- 
membrance, that they do all want the only proper 
means of bringing down this Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon Perſons of their Communions, I mean Epi- 
ſcopacy, it would certainly ſtartle them, if they be 
really People of tender Conſciences, as they all pro- 
feſs themſelves to be; and it might be a means to 
put them in the way of diſcovering ſome of their 
other Errors and great Defe&ts (which no doubt, 
they have many of them unawares fallen into) and 
occaſion them to think of returning home to the 
Boſom of the Church. But however, it muſt needs 
be ſaid, that all theſe forts of Men do greatly Err, 
not knowing the ſound meaning of the Scriptures, 
nor the Power and Vertue of the holy Ordinances of 
God, nor yet the true intent of our Church in the 
uſe of them. | 

And from this Diſcourſe all Perſons may obſerve 
the ſoundneſs and wiſdom of the Church of Zxg- 
land in her practice of Confirmation, and that ſhe 
recommends nothing to her Children in this matter, 
but what ſhe hath Learned from the holy Scriptures, 
as they are interpreted by the Primitive Fathers, and 
the conſtant practice of the Catholick Church ; and 


in the uſe of this Holy Rite ſhe excells, and hath a 
| manifeſt 
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maniteſt advantage over all her homebred Diflenter: 
of every fort, for they do all want this great Spiri. 
tual benefit, and all Regular means ot conferring of 
it on their Diſciples, as was intimated before. And 
as they are all defective and do groſly err about this 
Great Point of Chriſtianity, ſo it the ſure grounds of 
this Practice, and the true intent of the Church in 
the uſe of it were better and more generally under: 
ſtood, it would appear, at leaſt to her own Mer. 
bers, that the regular Adminiſtration thereof did na. 
turally and directly tend to the overthrowing the 
main and darling Principles ot our Sectaries of every 
denomination. Moreover, twould perfectly cut off 
all Popiſh Objections againſt us in this Controverſie, 
wherein that Party doth ſo manifeſtly Triumph over 
all thoſe Proteſtants, who want this fo undoubtedly 
Apoſtolical, Univerſally received, and beneficial an 
Inſtitution; for we ſhall be found to have preſerved 
this Holy Rite, as well as thoſe of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's-Supper (and I might fay all other outward 
Ordinances of God's Worſhip) more pure and freer 
from Corruption than themſelves. And from what 
hath been ſaid, we of the Church of England ſhould 


take notice, what great cauſe we have to bleſs God, 


that we are made and preſerved Members of a Church 
wherein all the means of grace, and of Miniſtring 
the Spirit of Holineſs to us, are to be had in the 
ſoundeſt and pureſt manner; and this I have been 
ſpeaking of amongſt the reſt, and there is nothing 
wanting to thoſe of the Communion of our Church, 
in order to the partaking of every advantage of Sal- 
vation, but only their own honeſt Endeavours ; I 
mean, in labouring to underſtand, diligently to ſeek 
after and prepare themſelves for the receiving the 
true Spiritual benefit in every Ordinance. 

But before I come to ſpeak of the preparation to 
this Ordinance of Confirmation, I ſhall go on 
to recount fome more Advantages the Church 

might 
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might receive, by bringing of it into due Uſe and 
Practice. 
Firſt then, We might hope, it might make the 
Members of the Church generally more Spiritual 
Minded, ſtrong, and ſtedfaſt, than now they are: 
For they who uſe aright all the certain out ward 
means of Grace, are ſurely moſt likely to have all 
thoſe in ward gifts ot the Spirit, they ſeek for in them. 
And tis not to be thought how much the outward 
and fixed and ſtanding means of Grace, ſuch as Bap- 
tiſm, Confirmation, and the Lord s- Supper, would 
contribute towards the inward working, keeping up, 
and encreaſing God's holy Spirit in Mens hearts, 
were they well underſtood, rightly uſed, and in 
humble manner depended upon. Theſe would aſ- 
ſure them, they wanted nothing that was needful 
on God's part, to enable them Manfully to accom- 
pliſh their Chriſtian Wartare ; and when they fail'd 
in any point of their Holy Profeſſion, they might 
be certain 'twas for want of their own honeſt care 
and watchfulneſs; and when they felt themſelves in 
any meaſure weakned and decayed in their Spiritual 
ſtrength, they might infallibly know whither they 
were to reſort for the renewing and recovering of it 
again. And the very thoughts that we have all 
helps which are requifite for us, on God's part, 
ſhould make us reſolute and couragious in all our 
Combats with our Spiritual Enemies. Burt it any 
principal part of our Armour be wanting to ue, 
through our own great default and negligence ; we 
ſhall have juſt cauſe to fear, that might occaſion our 
weakneſs, and gave our Enemies advantage againſt 
us. How reſolute was little Davida, when he went 
againſt the great Goliah; not on the account of Szz/s 
cumberſome Coat of Male, for he put it off again, 


or any other Natural defence, but becauſe he had the 


Seal of God's Preſence upon him, in the Circumci- 
hon of his Fleſh, which he knew his Adverſary 
E wanted; 
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wanted, and therefore he confidently cried out» 

ſaying, For who is this Uncircumciſed Philiftine) l 
that he ſhould defie the Armies of the Living God? | © 
And when we have all the Seals of God's grace b 
upon us, we may confidently conclude his Power 5 
is with us, and that all the Armies of Heaven are on || © 
our ſide, and in all our Trials we meet with in this 
Life, God would have us with humble confidence to 
depend on his ſtrength, when we have duly uſed all 
the means he hath appointed for the obtaining of it; 
whereas to be confident of God's help, without the 
right uſe of ſuch means, hath always ſomething of 


preſumption in it. 7 

We ſee Chriſtians are commonly very ignorant, | © 
erroneous, carnal, weak and wavering in their 12 
ways; and how can we expect they ſhould be other- | ** 
wiſe, it they deſpiſe or greatly negle& the means | 2 
God and his Church have appointed to make them 2 
more knowing, more ſound in the Faith, and more — 


Spiritually minded, ſtrong and ſtedfaſt in their Chri- Fm 
ftian Profeſſion. We are ſure the Church of God 0 

ever look d on thoſe who were not Baptized, to be 0. 
no Members of the Chriftian Society ; and thoſe who | 
were only Baptized, and not Confirmed, to be but 50 
Weaklings, but unperfected and unfiniſhed Chri- ſt 

ſtians, and thoſe who ſeldom or never received the 00 
bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's- Supper, to be in the 
way of ſtarving their Souls, and of decaying in their R 
Spiritual health and ftrength, inſtead of growing in | ** 


Grace, and waxing ſtrong in the Spirit, by the fre- 34 

quent uſe of that Heavenly Food, ＋ 
Secondly, This would be a means to bring all 

kind of Catechizing and Inſtructing ot Children and F 


Youth unto a more conſtant, ſteady and uniform 
Practice; without which tis impoſſible ſound Reli- th 
on can be revived, and made to Flouriſh among 


gi 
| us. For while Perſons receive Baptiſm in their In- 5 
fancy, 
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fancy, and are not afterward taught to underſtand 
the meaning of theſe Benefits and Engagements, 
which were derived upon them from thence, nor 


prepared for their further advances in Chriſtianity, 


by the timely uſe of the following Ordinances of 
Confirmation and the Lord's- Supper, they muſt 
needs look more like Heathens than Chriſtians; I 
am ſure, nothing can be more contrary to the Na- 
ture of Things, more oppoſite to the intent of the 
Church, or more pernicious to the thriving and en- 
creaſe of ſound Religion, than ſuch ptactice as this. 

Thirdly, 'T would be hoped likewiſe, it might 
contribute much rowards the bringing Perſons by 
degrees, to a better ſenſe of Devotion, and to their 
conſtant uſing private and Family Prayers, which 
have been fo greatly neglected and laid afide by 
many of late years; not only to the unſpeakable de- 
cay of true Chriſtian Piety, but alſo to the groſs 
— all manner of Perſons who pretend to 
any ſerlouſneſs in Religion. And therefore all 
ſhould be made to know that Prayer (which implies 
ſome degree of Faith and Repentance) is the com- 
mon Inſtrument, by which we are to obtain every 
gift and grace of Chriſt, and indeed, all manner of 
Bleſſings from God; and People ſhould be con- 
ſtantly accuſtomed to this Duty from their very 
Childhood, for without it they will not be capable 
of receiving the true benefit by any Ordinance of 
Religion. For God hath made our defiring, asking, 
and ſeeking, the very Conditions upon which he 
hath promiſed to give us the Spirit, and Spiritual 
Things, Luke xi. 13. Matth. vii. 7,8. 

Fourthly, This would be a ſpecial means rightly 
to diſtinguiſh the Superiority, and to preſerve the 
Dignity of the Epiſcopal Order; and 'twould make 
that higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Office to appear neceſſary, 
and beneficial to the Church in a very great degree. 
For when Men became generally ſenſible, that the 
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Biſhops are the Perſons who fill the rooms of the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, and that tis by their hands that 
the Gifts and Graces of God's Spirit are derived 
down upon the Members of the Church, firſt in Or- 
dination, wherein the Regular Power of Admini- 
ſtring Bapriſm and the Lord's-Supper, and other 
Holy Ordinances, is by them conferred ori Prieſts 
and Deacons ; and that the conveying this ſingular 
Gitt of the Holy Ghoſt, I have been Treating of, 
has ever been reſerved to their own proper and pecu- 
Har Miniſtry ; theſe Things muſt needs make their 
Order to appear very venerable, and to be much 
| —_ amongſt all ſound Chriſtians, as it ought 
do DE. 

Fifthly, It might be a ready Means to Reform ſe- 
veral Irregularities that are crope into the Uſage of 
Godfathers and Godmothers, in the Adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm ; and make that appointment look fit- 
ting and reaſonable, as it really is in its ſelf, but as 
 *cis now often performed, tis liable to Cavil, and 
deformed by ſome Undecencies, which are directly 
contrary to the mind of the Church. 

Sixthly, and Laſtly; To ſumm up ſeveral Mat- 
ters together, it * be a means to bring in a more 
rational Method of Teaching People the Chriſtian 
Religion, than that which hath prevailed of late 
years, and of taking them off from doting upon 
many falſe Notions and Phancies that are now got 
into their heads; and particularly from laying the 
main ſtreſs of Religion upon one means of Grace 
(and which is common with them to Heathens) 
v2, of hearing only, twould ſhew them Religion 
was the great Work and Buſineſs of their whole 
Lives; and point out unto them the ſeveral Stages 
of Grace they were to paſs thorough, and diſtinguiſh 
the States of perfection they ſhould aim at; and 
make them ſenſible what high degrees of Grace and 
Glory they are by Chriſt made capable of attaining 

unto, 
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unto, by their own honeſt, careful and ſtedfaſt En- 
deavours; which are Matters of great conſequence, 
if rightly underſtood, and conſider d. 

It ſtill remains, That I ſpeak ſomewhat of the 
4th and laſt General Matter I propoſed to Treat of 
at the oy . of this Diſcourſe; which was to 
hint, in ſhort, What is the Duty of thoſe who pre- 
ſent themſelves to the Church for the receiving this 
Confirming Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 

And *tis a true Rule in Divinity, as well as in 
Philoſophy, that quicquid recipitur, recipitur ad 
modum recipient is; whatſoever is received, is recei- 
ved according to the diſpoſition of the Receiver; 
and thus all the Gifts of God are received by us 


more or leſs perfectly, to greater or leſs advantage, 


according as we are fitted and prepared to receive 


them. And nothing is more clear in the Goſpel of 


Chriſt, than that Perſons received benefits from him}; 
when he was upon Earth, according to their fitneſs 
and preparedneſs to receive them. He ever look d 
tor ſome degree of true Repentance, Faith, Thank- 
fulneſs, Humility, and a good uſe of former Bene- 
fits from thoſe on whom he was about to beſtow: 
any new act of his ſpecial Favour ; as appears from 
many Rules, and many more Examples that are to 
be met with in the holy Goſpels; and 'twas ever ac- 
cording to their Faith (including other good diſpo- 
fitions) that Perſons received help from him, and 


obtained the Petitions they asked of him. And 


therefore when he came amongſt a People who had 
little or no Faith in them, or any good preparations 
to receive Favours from him, tis ſaid, And he did 
not many mighty Works there, becauſe of their Vnbe- 
lief, Matth. Xiil. 58. DS, 

The Cale is ſtill the fame in reſpect of grown 
Perſons receiving Benefits by the Ordinances and 
Rites which are to be uſed in his Church; tis ex- 
pected they ſhould in ſome meaſure underſtand 
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them, and believe that there are really ſuch and 
ſuch Spiritual Advantages to their Souls to be ob- 
tained by them. Theſe they ſhould earneſtly delice 
and long after, and labour ſincerely to diſpoſe them- 
ſelves for the receiving them in a due and kindly 
manner. And the Qualifications which ſhould fit 
grown Perſons for the worthy receiving of Confir- 
mation, are much what the ſame with thoſe that 
are required to prepare them for the Lord's-Supper, 
vic. That they repent them truly of their former 
Sins, ſtedfaftly purpoſing to lead a new Life, &c. 
But, indeed, the Anſwer to the 4th Queſtion in the 
Church Catechiſm, ſeems to bear a more peculiar 
. reſpe& to this Rite of Confirmation, and contains 
the moſt proper preparation for the receiving of it, 
that can be expreſs d in general terms; where the 
Catechized Perſon is taught to anſwer to this effect, 


Vize That he doth werily think, he ts bound to believe 


and to do as his Godfathers and Godmot her promiſed 
for him in his Baptiſm, and that by God's help he 
will ſo believe and do, and that he heartily thanketh 
bis Heavenly Father, that he hath called him to this 
State of Salvation through Jeſus Chrift his Saviour, 
and that he prayeth unto God to give him his Grace, 
that he may continue in the ſame to his lives end; 
And the doing all this with an honeſt and ſincere 
Mind, firmly purpofing by God's help to live ac- 
cording to their Chriſtian profeſſion, comprehends 
what is needful for the due receiving of Confirma- 
tion, or the Duty of thoſe that deſire to be Con- 
firmed, may be reduced to theſe following Par- 
ticulars. =] 

1. They ſhould be able to Anſwer to ſuch Que- 
ſtions as may be put to them concerning the princi- 
pal Points of the Chriſtian Religion, at leaſt ſo far 

as they are. ſumm d up in the ſhort Catechiſm of 
the Church ; and above all things, they ſhould un- 
derſtand, what is implied in their Baptiſmal Gove» 
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nant, both the unſpeakable benefits which they are 
thereby intituled unto, and the great Duties they 
therein engaged to pay unto Almighty Ged, as they 
are excellently expreſſed in the entrance of their 
Catechiſm. 

2. They ſhould be ready (with Penitent Hearts 
for their former failings) ſolemnly to renew their 
Baptiſmal Vow and Promiſe; and in their own 
Names, and by their own free Act, to take their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion upon themſelves before the 
Church. | 

3. They ſhould do this cheerfully, and with tru- 
ly thankful hearts, as being ſenſible of the preſent 
Privileges they enjoy, and the infinite advantage 
they hope to receive by it. 

4. They ſhould know, That by ſuch their holy 
Profeſſion, they owned themſelves to diſſent from 
all Heathens, Turks, Jews, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, 
and profane Perſons, ſo far as they depart, in Faith 
or Practice, from the ſound Doctrine of the Chri- 
ſtian Church. 

5. They ſhould firmly purpoſe with themſelves 
to continue and perſevere in this their holy Faith 
and Profefſion, and that they would ſeriouſly en- 
deavour to encreaſe in the knowledge and better 
practice of the ſame unto their lives end. 

6. And laſtly; As they firmly purpoſe to do 
their own Endeavours (and there is no helping thoſe 
who will uſe no Endeavours) ſo they ſhould ear- 
neſtly pray unto God to ſend them the help ot his 


moſt powerful Spirit, according to Chriſt's promiſe, 


to enable them happily to go through with this ſo 
great and weighty an Undertaking, 
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AN 
ATEENDIX 


Containing ſome ſhort Rules of Direction, It 
to be obſerved for the better receiving of || 1 
Confirmation, and for the preſerving and || it 
encreafing of the Holy Spirit in the Con- f| 
firmed Perſons, &c. 


. AS ſoon as Notice is given you of a Confirma- 
tion (it you be a Perſon of ſome years of 
Diſcretion, and intend to be Confirmed) labour to 
put your mind into a pure and Heavenly frame; 
conſidering you are ſeriouſly to take the moſt holy 
Chriſtian Religion upon your ſelf, in ſolemn man- 
ner; and to promiſe, before God and the Church, 
that you will endeavour to act and behave your ſelf 
according to the Laws of it all the days of your | 
life; and alſo becauſe you expect to be Viſited by 
the holieſt Gueſt, and to receive one of the beſt 
Gifts into your Soul, that Chriſt hath promiſed to 
beſtow on you in this World. 
2+ To this End, take care to be very conſtant, 
intent and earneſt in your {daily Prayers, and be 
# Af{ureto add ſome of the Prayers at the end of this 
; Book to your uſual Devotions, if you are not other- 
wiſe better provided. 
| 3. Read or ſay over your Catechiſm with much 
c̃are, and ſtrive to underſtand the great importance 
£ of it as well as you are able, and beg of God to give 
+ Youa knowledge ot your Duty to him, ſuitable to 
| your 
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your years and Condition; and above all, you muſt 
firmly purpoſe to live agreeably to that knowledge 
of Spiritual Things you have already attained unto, 
and by no means to allow your ſelf to go on in any 
Sin againſt your Conſcience; and this very diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, will fit you for an increaſe in Grace 
and Spiritual Underſtanding. 

4. You ſhould often, both before and after your 
Confirmation, Meditate on the Nature, and Opera- 
tions, the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, which 
I have briefly hinted ar, and deſcribed to help you 
in ſuch your Meditations, 

5. And if the Perſons to be Confirmed be of ſut- 
ficient years, tis fit they ſhould add ſome Faſting to 
their Prayers, as the Church intimates thoſe that 
are Baptized in Riper Years ought to do. [ See the 
Firſt Rubrick for the Baptiſm of thoſe of Riper 
Zears.] And, indeed, conſidering that Baptiſm is 
now generally Adminiſtred to Perſons in rheir In- 
fancy, tis the more requiſite they ſhould be moſt 
careful to receive Confirmation with the greater pre- 
paration, when they are capable of doing of it. 

6. When you come to the Church for the recei- 
ving this Gitt of Chriſt, behave your ſelf with all 
modeſty and ſeriouſneſs, and be ſure to be reve- 
rently intent on the buſineſs you are about; joyn 
devoutly in all the Prayers, mind what is your part 
in the holy Office; and if you are conſcious to your 
ſelf, that you come ro this Ordinance with an ho- 
neſt heart, and firm purpoſe to fulfill your part of 
the Baptiſmal Covenant, doubt not but Chriſt will 
fulfill bis Promiſe of giving you his holy Spirit to 
aſſiſt you in that great work. 

So that when the Office is over, and you are 
gone from the Church, you muſt not imagine your 
work is all over, and that you need never think of 
this Matter any more (as J fear it roo often happens) 


but you mult remember and conſider that you have 
now 
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now ſolemnly taken the great work of a Chriſtian 

on your ſelf, and that it muſt be the chief Buſi- 
neſs and Concern of your whole Life to accompliſh 
it happily. And this you muſt never expect to do, 
but by keeping and increaſing in your ſelf that Gift 
of the Spirit which you have received, to which 
purpoſe all good Rules that are given for a Holy 
Lite do conduce ; but I will here lay down a few 
Directions that may bear ſome peculiar reſpect to 
this Matter in hand. 

1. You ſhould endeavour to keep up a ſetled will 
and deſire in your heart, that all Carnal Affections 
may die in you, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit, may live and grow in you, as the Church 
prayeth for you at-your Baptiſm, and much to the 
ſame effect are the Prayers that are made to God for 
you at your Confirmation; which you ſhould well 
weigh and conſider. 

2. You ſhould often moſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly 
pray to God to give you his holy Spirit, to continue 
and increaſe the gifts of it in you, and to grant that 
you may more and more bring forth the fruits of it 
in your Converſation; that he would by no means 
take his Holy Spirit from you; and you ſhouldre- 
member, Chriſt hath expreſly taught us, or Hea- 
venly Father is moſt ready to give his Holy Spirit ts 
them that ack him, Lake xi. ver. 13. And to this 
end, you ſhould take eſpecial notice ot thoſe paſſa- 
ges in the Service of our Church, which are to the 
preſent purpoſe, and reſolve to joyn in thoſe Petiti- 
ons moſt affectionately. Thus in the Prayer of 

Abſolution, which is the next after the Confeſſion, 
You pray to God to give you true Repentance, and his 
Holy Spirit, i. e. to renew in you whatſoever hath 
been decayed by your late Sins and Frailties, &c. 
In the Reſponſes, That God would not take his Holy 
Spirit from you. In the Litany, That hon may bring 
for the Fruits of the Spirit, and that God would endue 
ors 
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jou with the grace of his holy Spirit, to amend your 
Lives according to his holy word, In the Prayer for 
all forts and conditions of Men, you Pray, That the 
Catholick Church may be guided and govern d by God's 
good Spirit, &c. And in the firſt Collect tor the 
Communion Service, Cleanſe the thoughts of our 
hearts by the Inſpiration of thy holy Spirit. And as 
you ſhould be careful to put up ſuch ſhort Petitions 
as theſe unto Almighty God with devout hearts, fo 
ſhould you frequently make uſe of thoſe Collects 
which are purpoſely compoſed for the begging the 

uidance of this good Spirit, and for the increaſing 

is Gifts and Graces in us; and ſuch you ſhall meet 
with at the end of this Book. 

3. You ſhould take great care alſo that you do 
not quench, grieve and drive away this bleſſed Spi- 
rit from you by any evil Actions; therefore ſtudy 
to avoid all rhoſe Works which the Apoſtle ſtiles zhe 
works of the Fleſh, and which he reckons up Gal. v. 
and which ſtand in oppoſition to the Fruits of the 
Spirit; particularly tate heed of Gluttony, Drunken- 
neſs, and of all laſcivious and unclean Practices, of 
Wrath, Envy, Malice, &c. remembring the Spirit 
ot God is a molt pure, loving, gentle, and Dove- 
like Spirit. And the Apoſtle hath taught us, That 
our Bodies are the Temples of this Holy Spirit, and 
that he dwelleth in them, but he will not awell in a 
polluted Habitation. And the ſame Apoſtle Exhorts 
us, not to be drunken with wine, wherein is exceſs, 
but to be filled with the Spirit, Eph. v. 18. Where 
tis intimated, if we be uſed to be too much filled 
with the one Spirit, we ſhall not be much filled 
with the other. . 

4. On the other fide, you ſhould ſincerely endea- 
vour to root and cheriſh in your ſelves the ſeeds of 
thoſe Graces which the Apoſtle ſtyles the Fruits of 
the Spirit, and recounts alſo Gal. v. being aſſured 
that none of thoſe do naturally ſpring out of your 
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own corrupt hearts, but are to be ſown and raiſed 
thence by God's holy Spirit, and muſt be nouriſh'd 
and preſerv'd there by his continu'd influence, and 
by your own great care and watchfulneſs. And as 
you hope ſuch excellent Fruits ſhould ariſe and pro- 


ſper in you, you ſhould aim to love and delight in 


thoſe things that are moſt agreeable to the nature 
and operations of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as works of 
Purity and Holineſs, of Kindneſs and Beneficence 
you ſhould ſtrive to be of meek and humble, of in- 
nocent and Dove-like Spirits in your ſelves, and to 


comfort, relieve, and cheer up the Spirits of 


others that are labouring under Troubles and Infir- 
mities of any kind. 

5. In order to your increaſing in the Spirit, and 
growing in true Religion and Godlineſs, you ſhould 
endeavour by degrees, and as ſoon as you can, to 
gain a tolerably good apprehenſion of the whole Ca- 
techiſm; I mean to have ſome diſtin&t knowledge of 
all the main parts of it ſettled in your Minds, that 
you may be able to think and meditate upon it, 
even while you are about your daily bulineſs, and to 
make uſe of it at all times. 

Thus you ſhould underſtand the great deſign and 
purpoſe of the Covenant of Grace you enter d into 
with God at your Baptiſm, and ratified at your 
Confirmation; you ſhould have a right and found 
apprehenſion of the Benefits received, and of the Du- 
ties to be performed by virtue of that Covenant ; 


and be ſenſible alſo of the abſolute neceſſity that 


lies upon you to perform the Conditions, it ever you 
hope to receive the benefits of it. 

You ſhould underſtand the main import of every 
Article in the Creed, the ſubſtance at leaſt of what 
each Article teacheth you to believe concerning God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
concerning the holy Catholick Church, the Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, the Reſurrection of the Body, and the 
Life Everlaſting. You 
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You ſhould know likewiſe what Sins are forbidden; 
and what Duties are enjoyned in every one of the 
Ten Commandments, that you may be able the 
more perfectly to avoid the former, and to perform 
the latter. | 
Ihe ſame is to be ſaid in reſpect to the Petitions of 

the Lord's Prayer, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments. 

And tho' it muſt be confeſſed, That the Covenant 
of Grace, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord's. Prayer, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments 
are in good meaſure explained in the Church Cate- 
chiſm: Vet if thoſe large heads of Chriſtian Doctrine 
were more particularly and diſtinctly explained in 
ſhort Tables added to each ot them, and put out by 
Authority, it might be of good uſe for Inſtructing 
the People in the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. But certainly ſuch a diſtin and particulae 
knowledge of thoſe things I have been ſpeaking of, 
would be very advantageous to young Perſons to- 
wards their making a progreſs in Grace ; becauſe 
'rwonld fit them to pray at all times with more Un- 
derſtanding and better Devotion to read and hear 
the Holy Scriptures and other good Books and Diſ- 
courſes with mote judgment, and to better purpoſe 
than otherwiſe they will be able to do ; to examine 
themſelves the more ſoundly and rationally when 
they come to the Lord's-Supper ; to 4 up their 
Children in the ſame knowledge, and the like. 
6thly, And laſtly; you ſhould ſeek by the beſt 
and moſt effectual ways frequently to ſtir up atreſh 


this Gift of God which is in you, by the putting on 


of the Biſhop's hands (as the Apoſtle admoniſheth 
Timothy with reſpect to that gitt of the Spirit which 
he received at his Ordination, 2 Tim. 1.6.) the 
word there uſed for ſtirring up, is known to be ta- 
ken from the ſtirring, blowing up or any way revi- 
ving of Fire after 'tis decay'd, or has lain hid in the 
aſhes or embers, that it = burn afreſh. Raton. 

thing 
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thing is more certain, than that the Gifts and Gra- 
ces of God in us, will be apt by degrees to Ilanguiſh 
and decay, as well as the fire, if they be not fre- 
quently ſtirred up, renew'd, and reviv'd by us; 
and this is to be done by a greater watchfulneſs, by 
2 more cheerful and vigorous Exerciſe, by ſerious 
reading and hearing of Pious Diſcourſes, by more d 
meditation on good things, and by more earneſt 
Prayer than ordinary, and eſpecially by the often re- 
ceiving of the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's-Sup- 
per,when all theſe Exerciſes ſhould meet together. 
Therefore as you tender the keeping of God's Spi- 
rit with you, and the growing of it in you, deferr 
not after your Confirmation (being ſixteen years of 
Age) to receive the Lord's-Supper, and then be ſure 
to do it pretty frequently and devoutly all the days 


of your life; once a Month where you may have it, 


or at leaſt once a Quarter; but never wilfully fail to 
partake of it three times in the Year, where you 
uſually have it no oftner. 

And it might be of admirable advantage to you, 
if you did carefully note down the day of your Con- 
firmation, and every year on that day uſe your ſelf 
to bleſs God for it in a more than ordinary manner, 
and to pray for the continuance and increaſe of that 

race of God in you; and ſeriouſly to examine your 

elt concerning the uſe you have made of it, to ſee 
how well you have fulfilled the Promiſe you then fo 
ſolemnly made unto Almighty God ; and where 
you have much failed of your Duty, humble your 
ſelf for it, beg pardon, and pray the more inſtantly 
tor the continuing God's grace to you, and renewing 
his Spirit in you; and make freſh Reſolutions of 


better care and watchfulneſs for the time to come. 


Or you my do this at hit ſontide, which is the So- 
lemn annual Seaſon appointed by the Church for com- 
memorating the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


of begging his direction and comfort. 
Some 


— 


Some Brief Account of the Nature and Operations of 
the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, 


I, HE Holy Ghoſt is in his own Nature the Eternal, 

Everliving, All-powerful, Infinitely Wile, 

Active, Moſt Holy and Loving Spirit of God the Father, 

and of God the Son, proceeding from them both, in Glory 

Equal, in Majeſty Coeternal with them both, the Third 
- Perſon in the ever Bleſſed and undivided Trinity. 

2. In his Works and Operations he is the Lord and giver 
of Life, both Natural and Spiricual, the Teacher of Truth 
and, Wiſdom,the Auchor of all Sinctification, Comfort, Joy, 
Peace, and the worker of every good Spiritual Gift in us, 
that is neceſſary to make our Life Comfortable here, in any 
worldly Condition, and to fit us for Glory hereafter. 

. His Gifts in particular are ſuch 4s will make us truly 
wi unto Salvation; and they are commonly reckon'd to 
be theſe Seven, from Ja. xi. 2. 1. The Spirit of Wiſdom, 
2. Of Underſtanding, 3. Of Counſel, 4. Of Might or Forti- 
tude, 5. Of Knowledge, 6. Of Ptety, 7. Of the Fear of the 
Lord, which may thus be diſtinguiſhed and underſtood. 
The firſt beginning and loweſt degree of this Heavenly 


Wiſdom, which is able to make us wiſe unto Saluation, is the 


Fear of the Lord, fee Prov. i. 7. and Prov. ix. ver. 10. 
Pſal. cxi. 10, Therefore Children ſhould begin to root 
this in their hearts as ſoon as they areable to know any 
thing of God or Religion ;. they ſhould learn to be afraid 
of offending him, who is ſo infinitely able either to bleſs or 
to curſe them, ro make them happy or miſerable, both 
here, and hereafter; and eſpecially, to deſtroy them Body 
and Soul in Hell, Matth. x. 28. 

2. The next Gift of the Spirit is Piety, this adds Love 
to Fear, for a Reverential Fear and Love mix d together, 
is Piety. This inclines us to ſerve God out of a ſenſe of his 
Fatherly goodneſs to us, as we are adopted by him to be 
his Beloved Children in Chriſt; and Chriſtian Children 
ſhould learn betimes to fear God as their Lord and Sove- 
reign, and to love him as their moſt gracious and tender 
Father; and this would rightly diſpoſe them for a pious 
and truly Chriſtian Lite. | 

3 The 3d Gift of the Spirit is Knowledge, i. e. a Spiri- 
tual Knowledge, the Knowledge of the firft Great and Fun- 

F 2 damental 
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damental Prineiples of true Religion, which are neceſfary in 


order to the ſerving God aright and with ſome underſtand- 
ing; and when Perſons Minds are once piouſly diſpoſed, 
they are fit to attain by degrees a ſound Knowledge cf 
God's Will, and of all ſuch things as he hath made neceſſary 
to be-known in order to their Salvation. Bo 

The 4th is Fortitude, That is Spiritual Strength and 
Cotmage to ſtand to our Duty in the time of Trial and 
Temptation; and when Perſons know their Duty to God in 
good meaſure, the next thing that is needful for them, is 
their ſtanding ſtedfaſtly to it, amidſt all oppoſition from 
_ Spiritual Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and the 


5. Counſel. This Gift is to enable Perſons to find out 
and to follow the beſt means and methods for attaining 
the great End which Religion aims at, tis to keep them 
from running themſelves into Errors, Dangers and Tempta- 
tions, and to make them to ſſand ſafely and ſecurely againſt 
the Aſſaults of their Spiritual Enemies. 

6, Underſtanding. This Gift implies a well grounded 
Knowledge in Spiritual Matters, and a Mind firmly fixed 
«0 act prudently 8 ſuch ſound Knowledge ; and 
any one endowed with this Gift, we rightly call an Under- 
Nanding Perſon. 

7. Wiſdom. This is the top Gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
includes in it all the other Six already ſpoken of; and con- 
ſiſts in the right underſtanding of the beſt Things (ſuch as 
relate to the glorifying of God, and the attaining Man's 
true Happineſs) and in a Will fully purpoſed to chuſe ſuch 
Things, and to purſue them reſolutely againſt all oppoſi- 
tion, by due and proper means, ci 

Now you ſhould Conſider that the Spirit of God gives 
and works theſe gifts in Men by degrees, and by little and 
little; and to each one in his ſeveral meaſure; and that 
tis for want of theſe gifts, and through defects in them, 
that Men fall into any very dangerous Sin or Error: And 
therefore nothing can be more deſirable in this Life, than 
a good perfection in theſe gifts of the Spirit. And we have 
ell reaſon to believe that theſe ſanctifying gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt are given to Men, according to their honeſt care 

and diligence in ſeeking and labouring after them by pro- 


per means. And this ſhould make Chriſtians extremely 
; careful 


55! 
careful to know, and diligent to make uſe of thoſe means 
which God and his Church have recommended to them 
for the procur ing ſuch incomparable giſts. 

And now I proceed in the next place, to diſtinguiſh and 
deſcribe a little the Fruits of the Spitit, as they are 
reckon'd up by the Apoſtle, Gal. v. 22, 23. and they are 
theſe Nine, Love, Foy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. : 

For good reaſon the Firſt of them is Love or Charity, 
becauſe this is the top of them all, and the perfection of 
all the reſt; and is the ſincere Love of God for his own 
ſake, and on the account of the Infinite Excellencies and 
Perfections which are in him, and of the ineſtimable Bene- 
firs of Creation, Redemption, and Sanctification received 
from him, and a rational Love of our ſelves, and of all 
other Men for God's ſake 3 and that we may thereby ex 
preſs our love and thankfulneſs to him. And this firſt 
Fruit of the Spirit doth incline Men inwardly and from 
their hearts to ſeek God's glory, and the Eternal good of 
their own and other Mens Souls above all things elſe, for 
meſe are the effect and end of true Charity; I mean, it 


moves us to deſire that God in all things may be glorified, 


and that our ſelves and all others may be benefited in every 


thing; and that at the laſt, all may receive the higheſt be- 


nefit which God hath deſigned for Mankind, which is their 
Eternal Salvation. Therefore ſo far as Men want ſuch 2 
deſire, ſo far they are defective in this firſt Fruit of the 


Spirit, this ſtands in oppoſition to Carnal Selfiſnneſs, to 


the contempt and neglect of God and Man, and to the 
many other Evil Fruits which flow from theſe. N 

2dly, Foy: by which is meant that ſatisfaction and light- 
ſomeneſs of Mind which ariſeth from a ſenſe of our having 
done in ſome meaſure, that which Charity required of us; 
i. e. from having ſincerely expreffed our love to God, to 
our ſelves, and to all the World, For when we have 2 
ſure and quiet Conſcience by the true exerciſe ot Charity, 
the joy and comfort of God's Spirit dogh from thence ariſe 
in our hearts, which is far more refreſhing than what all 
the enjoyments of this World can afford. The end of this 
Fruit of the Spitit is to make us ſerve God with cheerfulneſs 
and alacrity, it hath its effect upon our ſelves, and others; 


it gives us encouragement to go on with delight in the ways 
OL 


> ES — =  ——————— —2— 


n 
* 9739 
"Fs A. ,_ 14 i * 
g Fo - 
9 — 


4 > 7 2 2 
— = N 
. — PROSE ä 
— — > > 5-5 "— Y, / 14 
* — „ 
— , . * 


—— 
ITS TY 
* 2p Te 
a. A+ Fs 


» [1 *% 2 — 
* i 
— iP e * 
N * . n 
* | RR. 4 * 
1 
=—_ © © — c * 4 


* 


1 4). 4. & WM 
of God and our Duty, and it maketh us the better able to 
give Example to others to follow us in the ſame ways. The 
holy Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, who were continually 
under Worldly Troubles and Temporal Sorrows, did, no 
doubt very much abound with this bleſſed Fruit of the Spi- 
rit 3 and tc was for this grace eſpecially, that the Apoſtle ſo 
ſolemnly bleſſed God, 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. where he ſaith, Bleſſed 
be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all comfort, who comforteth us in 
all our Tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our ſelves are 
comforted of God. And then he adds in the next Verſe, 
(ipeaking ſtill, of the inward joy of the Spirit) For as the 
Sufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our Conſolation i. e. 
Comfort or Spiritual Foy aboundeth by Chriſt ; and 'tis in and 


through this Spiritual Joy, that the Kingdom of Chriſt be- 


ginneth in the hearts of Holy Men here upon Earth, as the 
Apoſtle intimates, when he faith Rom. xiv. 17. For the 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and 
peace, and joy in the holy Ghoſt. This Grace is of admirable 
uſe to carry us on cheerfully and contentedly at leaſt thro' 
all the Aff ictions, Troubles, Diſappointments, Loſſes and 
Croſſes, and all manner of Calamities and Suffer ings that 
we meet with in this Life. For ſo long as Men feel a ſecret 
ſatisfaction and joy within, which is as it were a kind of 
foretaſt of the Eternal Comforts and Joys of Heaven, they 
will far more eaſily bear all the affliions which God (hall 
be pleaſed to lay upon them in this Life, which is but for a 
ſeaſon. This ſtands in oppoſition to worldly carefulneſs or 
ſollicitoulneſe, to envy, to ſadneſs and ſoureneſs of Spirit. 
3. The third Fruit of the Spirit is Peace; This implies 
a Peace within us, and a labour ing for Peace without us; 


and a readineſs to comply with all reaſonable terms of 


Peace when offered to us. So that this Peace, as tis a di- 


ſtinct Fruit of the Spirit, denotes an inward peace of Con- 


ſcience ariſing, as the former of Joy, from a ſenſe of our 
having in ſome meaſure done our Duty, and ſhewn our 
love to God and Man; only this Grace of Peace 1mp!1es a 


more continued and ſetled habit of Mind chan that of Joy; 
and therefore Chriſt ſaith to his Apoſtles, when he was about 


to leave them, My peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you, Joh. = — 
b 


T 

Where our Lord ſpeaks of this inward and ſpiritual Peace, 
as of a continuing thing, which was to laft and abide wich 
them, I ſuppoſe when their Spiritual Joy might not be ſo 
lively in them. Bur then this Peace doth imply alſo a 
peaceable diſpoſition of Mind. Fer they that are at peace 
with God and their own Conſciences, would witlingly be at 
peace with all the World upon ſuch reaſonable terms as 
they are always ready to offer, and to accept at leaſt, ac. 
cording to their own apprehenſion of things; tis to the 
exerciſing this Fruit of the Spirit, that the Apoſtle Ex- 
horts us, when he bids us follow peace with all men 

Heb. xii. 14. and that if it be poſſible, and as much as lieth 
in us, we ſhould live peaceably with all men, Rom. xii. 18. 
This Fruit of the Spirit ſtands in oppoſition to an unquier, 
diſcontented and contentious Spirir, that can neither haye 
peace in its ſelf, nor keep peace with others. 

4. Tong Suffering; This Grace or Fruit of the Spirit 
conſiſts in bearing the Injuries and Provocations offered by 
Men; and it enables us to endure with the Weakneſſes and 
Follies, and even with the ſpiteful Carriages of others to- 
wards us ſometimes, Thus ic appears to be a Divine 
Branch ſpringing forth ſrom the Heavenly Root of Charity, 
that the Apoſtle tells us,beareth all things, endureth all things, 
1 Cor. xiii. 7. and he faith of himſelf, and other his Com- 
panions in the Goſpel, That they approved themſelves by 
long ſuffering, as well as by ot her Graces, 2 Cor, vi. 6. and 
he beſeecheth the Ephefians, that they would walk with all 
lowlineſs and meebneſs, with Jong ſuffering, forbearing one 
another in love, Eph. iv. 2. and in ſeveral other places of 
Holy Scripture this Grace or Fruit of the Spirit is com- 
mended to us; and while we live in this fooliſh, unrea- 
ſonable, ungrateful, and every way provoking World, 
there is no Grace more neceſſary for us; for this includes 
Patience, and is a perfection of it, and ſtands in oppoſi- 
tion to a Spirit eaſily provoked, and ready to make reſent- 
ments, and to be diſcompoſed on every ſlight occaſion. 

5. The next Fruit of the Spitit is Gentleneſs ; the Origi- 
nal word is tyenso71s, which properly denotes kindneſs in 
diſpoſition, expreſſed both in words and actions; tis a 
readineſs of Mind to perform all kindneſs to others, as 
Ability and Opportunity ſhall ſerve, and as Reaſon and 
truly Chriſtian Charity ſhall direct. This Grace inclineth 
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Men to conform themſelves to the Tempers, Humours, 
and all other perhaps troubleſome Qualities and Inconve- 
nient Circumſtances of others for their good; and that we 
may better expreſs our reſpe& and Charity towards them 
and when this Grace is true and ſincere, and not mixed 
with Hypocriſie and feigned Courteſie, as too often it is, 
It 15 of admirable uſe for the winning upon all ſorts of Peo- 
ple, eſpecially on ſuch as have any good diſpoſitions in 
them; and tis a means of preſerving all from giving need- 
leſs offence and ſcandal to their Brethren, and on this 
account tis to be ſought after, and ſhould be ſhewn forth 
by every good Chriſtian : *Twas this Grace that the Apo- 
ſtle exerciſed, when in his Carriage he became all things to 
all men, that he might by all means ſave ſome, 1 Cor. ix. 22, 
This Grace ſtands in oppoſition to a ſtiff, ſurly, moroſe, 
diſobliging, rude and il|-natur'd Behaviour. 

6. The next is Goodneſs, A gab, it denotes the 
virtue of Benefaction, the doing good to, and real conter- 
ring of Benefits upon others. They who are endowed with 
this Grace are common Bleſſings to the World, becauſe 
their chief deſign and buſineſs is to do good. This Grace 
was moſt eminent in Chriſt while he was upon Earth, Exe- 
cuting his Prophetical Office; for tho” he lived in a low 
and mean Condition, in reſpect ot Worldly Things, yet 
St. Peter teſtifies, That he went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppreſſed of the Devil, Acts x. 38. and ſuch 
was the Life of his Apoftles, tho they had not much ſilver 
and gold, yet of ſuch as they. had, they beſtowed freely, and 
did much good with it, viz. with their Spiritual Gifts of 


Wiſdom and Knowledge, c. And hence the Apoſtle- 


could ſay, Tho' they were poor, yet making many rich, 2 Cor. 
vi. 10. and if we would be Chriſt's true Followers, and 
would fhew forth this Fruit of the Spirit, we muſt do 
harm to none, but ſeek to do good to all, as we are able, 
and as true Wiſdom ſhall dire&, This Grace is oppoſite 
to Covetouſneſs, Niggardlineſs, and Narrownels of Mind. 
7. The next is Faitb, Which here denotes in all probi- 
bilicy, Fidelity or Faithfulneſs; it implies Conſtancy to 
our Words and Promiſes, and Faichfulneſs to our Truſts; 
and Men that are Endowed with this Grace, are ſuch as 
we ſay, may be truſted to, and we may have Confidence 
in What they fay, or what they engage for. This Gra 
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is of very great uſe in Religion, as alſo in all Worldly Bu- 
ſineſs, becauſe it inclines Men to be true to all their Co- 
venants and Engagements they make to God and Man; 
ir ſtands in oppoſition to Inconſtancy, Treacherouſneſs, 
Falſe Dealing, Or. | 

8. The 8th is Meebneſs, which denotes Humility, and 
lowlineſs of Spirit, and ir makes thoſe that are endow'd 


with it utterly averſe to Faction and Sedition, to the cau- 


ſing of Diviſions, broaching of Hereſies, and raiſing of dr 
ſturbances amongſt Men, This Grace was eſpecially emt- 
nent in our bleſſed Saviour, and he bids us all to learn e 
him, for that he was merh and lowly in heart; and he pro- 
nounceth a Bleſſing to the poor in Spirit, and to the meek, 
Match. v. 3, 5. It Rtands in oppoſition to a proud reſtleſs, 
imperious ſelf-conceired Spirit, that is cver ſeeking for 
preheminerce in all things. 

9. The Ninth and Laſt is Temperance, E., Con- 
tinence, it denotes the Virtue of abſtaining from all un- 
lawful bodily or fleſhly delights, moderation 1n Eating 
and Drinking, and ſo it includes both Temperance and So. 
briety, and likewiſe the abſtaining from and bridling all 
unlawful and inordinate Luſts, and thus it comprehends in 


it Chaſtity alſo. It ſtands in oppoſition to all manner of 


inordinate following after, and undue gratifying the de- 
fires of the Fleſh, 

And now, even from this very ſhort Account of theſe 
Fruits of the Spirit, you may eaſily underſtand what is 
meant by rhem, and how they are diſtinguiſhed one from 
znother; and how happy Men would be, did they ſeri- 
ouſly labour to bring forth all theſe bleſſed Fruits of the 


Spirir, inſtead of the oppoſite and quite contrary Works of 


the Fleſh, which do ſo much abound in the World. 

And if theſe Gifts and Fruits of the Spiric were in ſome 
good meaſure ſettled in Men's Minds, and did Flouriſh in 
their Lives, they would reſtore the loſt Image of God in 
them, and cloath them with the new man, mbich after God 
iu created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
i. e. they would make them like unto Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam; according to whoſe Image all Chriſtians ſhould 
fill labour to be framed more and more as long as they 


are 1n this Life, 
E FACUL 4 
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Lord, and Saviour. Amen, 
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EJACULATIONS. 


Merciful God, grant that the Old Adam (in me, 

and in all Chriſtian People) may be ſo Buried, 
that the New Man may be raiſed up in us Day by Day. 
Amen. 

Grant that all Carnal Afſections may die in us, and 
that all things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow 
in us. Amen, | 

Grant that we may have Power and Strength to have 
Victory, and to Triumph againſt the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſn. Amen. 

Grant that whoſoever Dedicates himſelf willingly and 
ſincerely to thee, and thy Service, in the Holy Rite of 
Confirmation (as I purpoſe to do, or as I have done) 
may alſo be endued with Heavenly Vertues, and everlaſt- 
mgly Rewarded, through thy Mercy, O Bleſſed Lord God, 
_ doſt live and Govern all things, World wichout end, 
Amen. 


— 
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Prayers to be uſed before and after Confirmation, and 
at other times, for the procuring and encreaſing the 
Gifts and Graces of God's Holy Spirit in us. 


L The Three firſt may be uſed before Confirmation. 


Au lil God, and my moſt merciful Father, who by 
thy Holy Baptiſm haſt made me a Member of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Adopted me to be one of thine own Chil- 
dren, and put me in the right way to Inherit thine Ever- 
laſting Kingdom of Heaven: I humbly beſecch thee to give 
me(ar my Confirmaticn)ſuch a Gift of thy Holy Spirit, that 
according to my bounden Duty, I may rightly and truly 
renounce and withſtand the Devil and all his Works, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, and all the Sin- 
ful Luſts of the Fleſh ; believe all the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faich, and keep thy holy Will and Commandments, 
and walk in the ſame all the days of my Life ; and all chis 
I beg for thy dear Son's ſake, Jeſus Chriſt, my Bleſſed 


Moſt 


r 
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Oſt Graciots God and my Heavenly Father, I give thee 
humble and hearty Thanks, that thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed, ar, and in my Baptiſm, to call me to a State of Sal- 
vation, through thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my Saviour; and as 
I do verily think, That I am bound to believe and to do 
as my Godfathers and Godmothers then promiſed for me; 
ſo I humbly and earneſtly beg of thee for the ſame our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, to give me (now at my Con- 
- firmation) ſo plentiful a Gift of thy Holy Spirit, that [ 
may always abide in thy Favour, and encrealc in the ſame 
to my Lives end. Amen. 
Efend, O Lord, me thy Servant (and all other thy 
Adopred Children) wich thy Heavenly Grace, that 
we may continue thine for ever; and daily increaſe ia thy 
Holy Spiric more and more, untill we come unto thine 
Everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. 


Theſe Four following may be uſed either before or 


after Confirmation, or at other times, 


OD, who didſt Teach the Hearts of thy Faithful 
People, by the ſending to them the Light of thy Holy 
Spirit, grant me, and all who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians, to have a right Judgment 1a all Things, and 
evermore to rejoyce in his holy Comfort, through che Me- 
rits of Chriſt Jeſu our Saviour, who livech and Reigneth 
with thee inthe Unity of che ſame Spirit, one God, World 
without end. Amen, 
God, foraſmuch as without thee, we are not able to 
pleaſe thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our Hearts, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Annen. 
Lmighty and Ever-living God, who haſt vouchſafed to 
Regenerate me thy Servant by Water and whe Holy 
Ghoft, and haſt given unto me Forgiveaeſs of all my Sias, 


ſtrengchen me, I beſeech thee, O Lord, with the Holy 


Ghoſt the Comforter, and daily increaſe in mie thy mani- 
fold Gifts of Grace, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Ghoſtly ſtrength ; the 
Spirit of Knowledge, and true Godlinefs; and fill me, O 
Lord, with the Spiric of thy Holy Fear, now, and for 
cver. Amen. 
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I 
Lmighty God, I being ſenſible, by thy Grace, that 
no good and wholſome Fruit can grow out of our 

own Natures, without the bleſſed Influence of thy 

Holy Spirit, do moſt hambly beſeech thee to give and con- 

*xinue to me, and to all Chriſtian People, ſuch Portions of 

that thy gracious Spirit, as may enable and incline us to 

bring forth more and more the Heavenly Fruits of Love, 

Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentlenc ſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 

Meekneſs, Temp:rance, to the ſetting forth of thy Honour 

and Glory, and the increafing our Happineſs both here and 

hereafter, through Jeſus Chi iſt our Lord. Amen. 


Theſe Following to be uſed after Confirmation. 


2 Merciful Father, I give thee moſt humble and hearty 
AZ thanks, chat thou haſt been pleaſed (now at my 
Confirmation) to make me.a Partaker of thac Heavenly 
Gift of thy Holy Spirit, which thou didſt promiſe by thy 
Son Jefus Chriſt, that they that did believe on him ſhould 
receive; and which by Prayer, and the laying on of his 
Apoſtle's hands (tor an Example to thy Church) thou didſt 
[beſtow on tle firſt Faichful Chriſtians; I heartily beg of 
thee, that I, aad all others, who have been Confirmed, 
may always ſincerely endeavour to walk worthy of this Glo- 
tious Bleſſing; that we may never do any thing that may 
-quench or gricve this Holy Spirit: And to that end, let 
the Fatherly hand, I befeech thee, ever be over us; let 
this thy Sanctifying Spirit ever be with us; and ſo lead us 
in the knowledge and obedience of thy word, that in the 
End we may obtain Everlaſting Life, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; who with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, Liveth, 
and Reigneth, ever one God, World without end. Amen. 
Almighty Lord, and Everlaſting God, vouchſate, we 
beſeech thee, to Direct, Sanctifie and Govern both 
cur Hearts and Bodies in the ways of thy Laws, and in the 
works of thy Commandments, that through thy moſt 
Mighty Protection, boch here, and ever, we may be pre- 
ſerved in Body and Soul, throagh.aur.Lord and Saviour 
"Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 71 Jv OV 
The Bleſſing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy G boſt, be upon me, and upon all the Members of the 
. : » Churth, and remain with us fir ever, Amen. 
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